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Over the last month there has been a box at the back 
of church asking for suggestions regarding a tag line 
for St Mary’s that we can put in the church porch. A 
reoccurring theme in the suggestions has been 
community. Although not quite sure what the final 
version will be it is a good suggestion as it focuses on 
the importance of relationship. A church is a place 
where people should feel valued and supported and 
at the heart of this is friendship and belonging.  
 
The centrality of relationship is bound up with one of 
the festivals in May. We move from Pentecost to 
Trinity Sunday and we celebrate God as Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit. In a way every Sunday is Trinity 

Sunday but in 
recent years 
there has been 
a rediscovery 
of Trinitarian 
theology. It has 
been described 
as the Christian 
form about 
speaking of 
God and 
perhaps most 
importantly 
the self 
description of 
God in the 
Bible.  
 

I heard a speaker called Sam Wells recently. He is the 
Vicar of St Martin in the Fields, London and I really 
enjoyed his talk and have been reading one of his 
books called “Learning to Dream Again: 
Rediscovering the Heart of God.” The book is a series 
of meditations on a Biblical theme and he writes 
from the perspective of everyday experiences and 
struggles that we can face.  In one chapter he writes 
about the importance of relationships and how the 
things which are most important in life involve other 
people. He then moves onto the Trinity and 
describes how this is how the church celebrates “the 
power, importance, indispensability and everlasting 
quality of relationship... God is a relationship. God is 
a relationship of three persons, so wonderfully 
shaped towards one another, so wondrously with 
one another, that we call them one, but so 
exquisitely diverse and distinct within that unity that 
we call them three. The life of the Trinity is so 
shaped, not simply to be in perfect relationship, but 
to be in relationship with us. These are the two 
dynamics that lie at the centre of the universe: God’s 
perfect inner relationship and God’s very life shaped 
to be in relationship with us through Jesus in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. There isn’t anything in God 
that isn’t relationship.”  
 
It is very fitting that community is at the heart of a 
possible motto for St Mary’s as community is about 
relationship and relationship is at the heart of the 
God we worship.  

Rev Jonathan Gordon  

Community and Relationship 

mailto:harvey-sabina48@googlemail.com


 

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 

Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

  

I AM YOUR LOCAL      
DRIVING INSTRUCTOR 

 
STEVEN 
ROBERTS 
                          
07828 628 152 

 

Learners, Pass Plus,  
Motorway Refresher Lessons 

and Eco Driving. 

DSA AND PASS PLUS REGISTERED 

BLOCK BOOKING DISCOUNTS 

FIRST LESSON FREE 

Find me on FACEBOOK 

Email: stevenroberts1983@hotmail.co.uk 

Gavin has moved to 
new advert for window 
cleaning—on stick. 
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Northchurch Notebook        Early Memories of ‘Trying to Play the Game’ 

With April near upon me, I thought what can I write of next? 
Then when some photos came to light, I thought that is good, they can improve this  text. 
At Northchurch School, organised sport hardly happened as I recall, 
Two or three trips to the Rec, that was ‘bout all! 
 
‘Kick and run football’ - no football boots, no-one had heard of PT   
        kit - 
You wore what you had on, and that was it. 
I remember Jebbie Smith, from his boots his chilblained toes, they 
        stuck, 
Next morning he came to school in a truck!! 
 
Of course in the playground, other games - 
Warney, King-Over, Jump Jimmy Nagtail - some of the names. 
Football of a sort and, oh yes, a kind of cricket 
Where a block of wood, with hinged stumps comprised the wicket. 
 
Also a sport, looked for in winter tide -  
Bucket a’ water ‘cross the playground, frosty night - a wonderful ‘slide’! 
I recall a teacher, Mr Desborough, he would come out and play … 
Would that, could that (health and safety) happen today? 
 
I have searched out some photos of Northchurch sportsmen, some names you may know? 
Plus a ‘kind of a cricket match’, quite a few years ago. (c1937) 
 
HEDGEHOG 

              

07912 615860 
 

www.afonsoschoolofpa.co.uk      
         

afonso_schoolofperformingarts@hotmail.com 

May 11th  A games afternoon; Scrabble, Whist  
  etc. 
 
June 1st Coach trip to Frost’s Garden Centre at  
  Woburn Sands.   
                  Depart from Mandelyns at  9.45am. 
 
For more information please contact Joan Downhill on 
865821 or Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

 'A kind of cricket match', 1937  

Northchurch Cricket Team, 1951  Northchurch Football Team, 1960  

The Monday Club 

http://www.afonsoschoolofpa.co.uk


Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

RENEW 
 

Deep clean your carpets 
only £25 (inc VAT)         

                                                       
Price includes:    

 48 hrs hire of the Karcher Puzzi 100 Carpet Cleaner   
 

 1 litre RENEW Shampoo 
 

 Free delivery / collection by arrangement. 
 

Contact: Fred Harrison on 01442-874720 
      E-mail: sales@fhltd.co.uk 

FOR ALL YOUR PLUMBING AND HEATING NEEDS  
 

CALL 
 

CLIVE YOUR LOCAL PLUMBER       FREE ESTIMATES 
 

  PROMPT RELIABLE SERVICE 
 

    BATHROOM/KITCHEN REFURBISHMENTS/TILING       
 

     BOILERS/SHOWERS /TANKS/SINKS/TAPS/VALVES. 
 

01442 862244                      07973144336 
 

GAS SAFE REGISTERED                                 EST 35 YRS      

Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs   
 
Getting your PC up and running again  
 

Software installation & configuration  

Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 

in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  
                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 
   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmail .com  

PILATES   
 

● beginners and improvers ●  
Day time and evening classes at  

The Pilates House—55 High Street—Tring  
 
 
 
  

Strengthen · Tone · Realign · Relax 

www.mindandbodypilates.co.uk  
Jennyelmspilates@gmail.com or call 07413 777308 

Body Control Pilates is a registered trademark used under licence. 

PlayPlus Kindergarten  

Judged 'Good' in all areas of inspection by Ofsted 

  Established in 1989   

01442 879762 or visit our website: 

www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk 

Kingsway, London Rd, Bourne End,  

Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 2RQ  

 Fully qualified & experienced Early 
Years team led by a teacher 

 Open Monday to Friday, from 7.30 
am to 6.00 pm 

 Excellent ratios – Baby Unit 1:2 

 Wonderful large secure gardens  

 Join us for Parent & Toddler, every 
Thursday, from 10am to 12 noon 

 Full-year or term-time calendar  

 Purpose-built Baby Unit & garden  

 Washable nappies & recycling  

 Introduction to French 

 15 hours free for 3-4 yr olds 

 All staff are trained in paediatric 
First Aid & Safeguarding Children  

St Mary’s Summer Fete 4th July 2015 
 
This event will be running from 12.30 – 4pm this year in the 
rectory, school and church grounds. There will be all the  
usual attractions for all age-groups and the money raised will 
be divided between the Hertfordshire Air  Ambulance      
Service,  Phakamisa (a charity which supports AIDS orphans 
in South Africa) and the St Mary’s church roof fund. 
 
Any donations of good quality second hand books or          
children’s toys, bottles, items for tombola, gifts and          
toiletries, white elephant, cakes, or plants would be grateful-
ly received and can be brought to church or the Rectory. 

ASTROPE 
LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE & construction 

 
24 years experience.  Professional.  Reliable. 
Please contact Glenn Ansell for further details. 

 

01442 875155 
07951 126 534 

PEA LANE NORTHCHURCH 
 

LAWN & HEDGE CUTTING ∙ FENCING ∙ DECKING ∙ PATIOS ∙ 
SHINGLE AND BLOCK PAVED DRIVEWAYS ∙ PRESSURE WASHING 
WE ARE ALSO FULLY QUALIFIED AND INSURED FOR TREE WORK  

 

mailto:Andycr@dolphin4.demon.co.uk
http://www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk/


In the Gospel of John in the New Testament, we read 
how the disciple Thomas says he would NEVER 
believe that Jesus was living, unless he saw him alive 
and put his finger in the wounds left by crucifixion. 
Jesus did come again to the disciples when Thomas 
was there and excitedly Thomas called out: ‘My Lord 
and my God!’ 

Jesus had told Philip that ‘He that has seen me has 
seen the Father’. If we want to know what God is like 
in his thinking, speaking and doing, we have to look 
at Jesus and observe how he behaved. Yet, as we 
think of Jesus when we pray, we often find it difficult 
to imagine that He is alive and interests Himself in 
our life. He gives an extraordinary flavour to our 
ordinary lives. 

But, being human, we do find ourselves assailed by 
doubt from time to time. The picture we have seen 
of Jesus in the New Testament may seem too good 
to be true. We need constantly to soak ourselves in 

reading the Gospels and Epistles so that doubt may 
be kept at bay. Jesus responded to Thomas’s 
overcoming of doubt by saying: ‘Happy are those 
who find faith without seeing me’. 

When we say the Lord’s Prayer, we may find doubt 
knocking at the door when we say: ‘Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven’. 
Can we imagine the whole world transformed by the 
second coming of Jesus to banish violence and war 
from the Earth? He will also wipe away our 
covetousness which makes us long for possessions, 
many of which we don’t need. Christ’s new age will 
see us ending our petty personal quarrels and 
displays of bad temper. The New Testament tells us 
more than a hundred times of His coming again. 

The Apostle Peter, in his Epistle, says that Christians 

generally have never seen Jesus ‘yet they love Him 

and are filled with joy too great for words’, as when 

Thomas cried out ‘My Lord and my God!’ 

Doubting Thomas         Edgar Wille 
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Berkhamsted District Girlguiding 
Needs You! 
 
Make a difference in your community 
by volunteering with a Brownie or 
Guide unit - it’s a fun and rewarding 
hour and a half each week and no 
experience is necessary. 
 
Help our lively volunteer unit leaders 
continue to offer great opportunities 
for girls and young women in 
Berkhamsted, where demand for 
places is very high. 
 
To find out more without obligation, 
get in touch with guiders in 
Berkhamsted at 
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved 
or call the local coordinator on 
07863599290 

Plants and Gardening Items  
needed for Summer Fete 

 
With our Summer  Fete just a couple of months  away,  we are 
now making preparations for the Plant/Garden Stall.   If you 
have any surplus plants, cuttings, seedlings  or seeds  we 
would be delighted to hear from you.  Any donations of 
garden related items  would be 
most welcome.   
 
For collections and/or further 
information please contact Vanessa 
Hudson 01442 879646 or Diane 
Whitaker on 01442 875543.     
Thank you for your  support. 
   

http://www.girlguiding.org.uk/get-involved
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Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

A.H. 

PLASTERING & DECORATING  
Interior & exterior, domestic & commercial,  

insurance work undertaken. 
Painting, artexing, plastering, rendering, guttering. 

 
Clean and reliable service 

All work guaranteed. 
Free Quotation         No Obligation 

Discount Rates for O.A.P.s 

01442 384146       07795 040380  

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels 
 
 

FUN DOG SHOW! 
Sunday 10th May 
Come along to Appledown  
for a great family day out! 
 

12 classes including Waggiest 
Tail & Best Rescue! 
 

Refreshments & Stalls 
Show opens at 11 a.m. Classes 

commence 12 noon. 
Judge: Lynne Davies. Entries on the day 

 

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, 
Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 01525 220383 

(Registered Charity Number 1116848) 

                      
 

DOUBLE GLAZING DOCTOR 
 

Window and door repairs 
 

GLASS REPLACEMENT 
 

Handles hinges letterboxes locks etc 
 

25 years experience 
 

Contact Rob 

07909 443010             01442 381044 
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motechserviceandrepairs@gmail.com 

MOTs at £32.00 with all Services 
Free Mini Valet with all Services 

Free collection & Delivery  
Service 

Free Seasonal checks 

01442 870500 
Ford Specialist 

All latest diagnostic   
equipment 

Servicing & mechanical repairs on all  
vehicle makes and models 

Tyres, exhausts & brakes at trade prices 
Recovery service  
Experienced & friendly service 

Appledown Rescue’s Dog of the Month 

This is Ollie, he is a 5 year-old boxer cross. Through no fault of 
his own Ollie has spent most of his life in kennels. He is happy 
here with us but we would love to see him settled with his own 
family. Ollie is a very friendly laid back boy who would live with 
a female dog. Due to the length of time he has been with us 
we would like him to have a gradual transition into his new 
home. Ollie will be well worth the effort as he is such a lovable 
character. He cannot live in Luton. 

If you feel you could offer Ollie, or any of our other dogs, a loving and secure 
home please call in at the kennels any day between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Our staff 
will be happy to offer advice and information. Please note that we have 
restrictions on rehoming dogs to families with children under 7 years of age. Full 
details of the rehoming process can be found on our website or call the kennels. 

Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels,  

Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 

Call  01525 220383 or e-mail  appledown.kennels@btinternet.com   

Join us on Facebook. Visit our Website www.appledownrescue.co.uk 

Reg Charity No. 1116848 

Frederick Geary was born in 
Northchurch in 1893. On reaching 
18, Frederick joined 1st Battalion, 
Border Regiment in which his 
older brother, Walter, was 
already serving. Posted to Burma 
on garrison duty, Frederick’s 

battalion returned to England in early 1915 expecting to 
be sent to the Western Front. Instead, they were sent to 
the Gallipoli to fight the German-supported Ottoman 
Turks. 

British, French and ANZAC troops had initially landed 
there in March 1915 hoping to secure a new sea route to 
the Black Sea in support their ally Russia, and divert 
German forces from the Western Front.   

Frederick landed at Gallipoli on 24th April under heavy fire 
and found that conditions on the beaches were atrocious. 

Poor planning meant that wounded troops remained 
unattended for long periods with lengthy delays occurring 
before they were  evacuated to the support ships. Many 
of the front-line troops were also already exhausted by 
the noise from the constant artillery and mortar fire and 
food and water were in short supply. To make things even 
worse Frederick’s battalion were still wearing their 
European winter serge uniforms, as opposed to the lighter 
khaki uniforms more suited to the hot climate.  

A major British attack was launched on 28th April and 
fighting would continue for the next few days. The Turks 
made frequent counter-attacks and it was during one of 
these, during the early morning of 2nd May, that Frederick 
Geary was killed.  

Frederick’s name is recorded on the Helles Memorial on 
the Gallipoli Peninsula.                                    

Richard North 

9890 Private Frederick Geary,  1st Battalion,   Border Regiment 
Died 2nd May 1915 

mailto:appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
http://www.appledownrescue.co.uk


 
Sunday Services  
at St Mary’s 

3rd May                           Fifth Sunday after Easter  
 
 
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm   Benefice Evening Prayer St Bartholomews 

10th May                     Sixth Sunday after Easter 
  
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   All-Age Worship 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 
 

17th May                 Seventh Sunday after Easter 
  
8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   All-Age Worship 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 

24th May                                                  Pentecost 
 
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (CW) 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 

31st May                                           Trinity Sunday 
 
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (CW) 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Sabina Harvey 079799 14449 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Dacorum foodbank 

Priority needs for May 

 

cold meat (tinned)      Instant mash         fruit juice (UHT) 
puddings (tinned)           salt/pepper (individual packs)  
 
Collection points: Way Inn & St Mary’s Church 

John Cossins & Co. 
Chartered Accountants 

 
A friendly and professional accountancy and taxation 

service for individuals and small businesses offered by a 
Chartered Accountant with over 30 years experience.  

. 
Management accounts, Personal tax, Corporation tax,  

VAT returns, Capital Gains Tax, Company secretarial work. 
General business advice. 

 

Competitive fees. Free initial consultation 
T. 01442 863231 M. 07980508692  

E. johncfca@gmail.com  www.johncossins.co.uk 

 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
 
  Distribution to  
 Valerie Clark, 862613  
  Advertising & editorial  
 by email to the Editor 
 Mrs Jill Hipson   
cjhipson@btopenworld.com  
All advertisements must be paid 
for before they can be published  
Copy date is 15th of 
each month  
21 St Katherine’s Way 
Berkhamsted HP4 1DA 

www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 
 

Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years   
Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted in October 

2014  
Monday to Friday 12.30 –3.30pm  Lunch Club 12.00-12.30pm   

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds 
Located in the nursery classroom at St Mary’s School, Northchurch  

For more information, please contact the Pre-school Leader, Mrs 
Lisa Burkett on tel no 07535 184017or e-mail  

stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com 
St Mary’s C of E First School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3QZ 

  Ofsted Reg No.  129391              Charity No. 1069686  

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
http://www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com
mailto:stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com

