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Gavin has moved to 
new advert for window 
cleaning—on stick. 
 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 
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Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs    
Getting your PC up and running again  
 
Software installation & configuration  
Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  
Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  
                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 
   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmai l .com  

.... and when they’re down, they’re down.  Bells have to be 
controlled to change them from down to up (and vice versa) – 
and they are very tricky bits of ringing.   

Some basics to start my explanation.  When a bell is down, 
hanging like a bluebell, it is safe and, if you pull on the rope a 
little, the bell will swing but make no sound.  When a bell is up, 
vaguely pretending to be a large vase, it is resting on its ‘stay’ 
so that it is just past being vertical.  In this position it is close to 
being unstable.  Pull on the rope and the bell will tip over the 
balance and nothing will stop its swing.  The clapper will sound 
two bongs, one on each side of the bell as it swings right round 
and then back again.  A bell swinging like this only needs a bit 
of a tweak from its ringer to keep sounding evenly – you don’t 
need brute force to ring a bell. 

There is no way that one strong pull can change a bell from 
being down to being up.  So the ringer has to pull on the rope 
to make the bell swing, pull to make it swing more, and pull to 
make it swing even higher – and repeat until the bongs are 
well spaced and the ringer knows the bell can be made to 
‘stand’ – which is when it rests on its stay, mouth facing 
heavenwards. 

In itself, ringing a bell up is not difficult, though it is an exercise 
that has to be learnt.  The tricky bit is when six ringers try to 
raise six bells ‘in peal’.  When they are successful, you will hear 
1-2-3-4-5-6 sounding clearly for 3-4 minutes until the bells 
‘stand’ and all is quiet.  Why is this so tricky?  Bell No.1 is half 
the weight of bell No.6, and the weights are graded on the 
bells in between.  The lighter bells don’t need as much effort 
as the heavier ones so the stronger ringers tend to ring up the 
heavier bells.   But each and every ringer has to pull just the 
right strength to match the swing of the bell they are following 
– and the ringers have only the bongs to judge this by.  
Northchurch ringers can generally keep in time with each 
other until the bells are swinging sort-of halfway up – but our 
tidy sequence of 1-2-3-4-5-6 tends to break up after that!   

Sorry, you have to listen to a cacophony until we magically get 
back into rounds and you hear 1-2-3-4-5-6 again before we 
‘stand’.  Perhaps you will listen to the racket with 
understanding and sympathy now you know that we will be 
doing our best with the challenge of ‘raising in peal’. 

Valerie Clark, Tower Captain 

When they’re up, they’re up .... 

Northchurch and Berkhamsted U3A 
 
We meet at Northchurch Social Centre, Bell Lane on the first or 
second Tuesday of the month between 10am and 12 noon.  
The meetings include a visiting speaker and refreshments.  It is 
an ideal opportunity for retired or semi-retired people to join 
in various activities, learn new skills, outings and making new 
friends. 
 
For more information, please contact Chris on  01442 271591 
or go to our website:  
www.northchurchandberkhamstedu3a.co.uk 

Gunner 110194 Joseph DYER 
 

‘D’ Battery, 50th Brigade, Royal Field Artillery 

Killed 14th June 1917 

Joseph Dyer was one of three brothers who enlisted 
towards the start of the First World War. They came from 
George Street in Berkhamsted, which at the start of the 
20th century still formed part of Northchurch Parish. Their 
father, William Dyer, was the local lockkeeper. Joseph 
joined the Royal Field Artillery, whilst brothers, Walter, 
was a Drummer with the Norfolk Regiment and Arthur, an 
infantryman with the Essex Regiment.  

During 1916 Joseph was wounded twice in action and also 
gassed. On each occasion, his injuries were serious enough 
for him to be sent home to England to convalesce. Joseph 
returned home again in early 1917, on compassionate 
grounds, as both Walter and Arthur had been killed in 
action a few weeks earlier. Having consoled his grieving 
parents, Joseph returned to France ready for the start of 
the Battle of Arras, during which his battery provided 
artillery support to the advancing troops. 

A major problem with artillery batteries in semi-static 
positions at that time was that as soon the guns fired the 
enemy knew where they were. Consequently, retaliatory 
action was normal on both sides. On 14th June, having 
identified the position of Joseph’s battery, a German shell 
exploded close by. Joseph and another gunner were killed. 

Of the three Dyer brothers who were killed during the war, 
for some reason only Joseph’s 
name appears on the 
Northchurch Memorial. All 
three brother’s names do 
appear however on the 
Berkhamsted War Memorial. 

 



The Monday Club 
 
June 5th:  Outing to Ayletts Garden Centre near St. Albans.  The coach will depart at 10am from Mandelyns and will return at 3 pm. 
Non-members are very welcome to join us. 
June 26th    N.B. Starting at 1.30 p.m.  A display of dancing by the children of St. Mary's School.   Games: Scrabble,Whist,Dominoes 
afterwards.       For more information please contact:  Joan Downhill on 865821 or Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

 
Professional local help at reasonable prices 

 

Probate & Estates 
Wills 

Powers of Attorney 
 

Did you know there is no legal requirement to employ a 
firm of solicitors, typically at £200 or more per hour, to 
apply for a Grant of Probate and administer an Estate? 

 
I have 28 years’ experience, mainly with London 

solicitors, and can assist you with all aspects of the 
process, all for around 1/4 of normal solicitors’ fees. 

 
I can also prepare Wills and Powers of 

Attorney at very competitive rates 
(£90 for a simple Will and £90 for a Power of Attorney) 

 

Home visits at no extra charge 
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote 

www.probateandestates.co.uk 
david@probateandestates.co.uk 

 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

01296 612955 

The Vyne Theatre 
Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted. 

 

LOCAL LIVE SCREENINGS 2017 
NATIONAL THEATRE   ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 

 BOLSHOI 
 

The Dream / Symphonic Variations 
Marguerite and Armand  

(Royal Ballet)   on 7th June @ 7.15pm 
 

Salome (NT live)  on 22nd June @ 7pm  
 

Otello (Royal Opera) on Sunday 2nd July at 2pm 
 

Angels in America Pt 1—Millennium Approaches 
(NT Live) On Thursday 20th July at 7pm 

 
Angels in America Pt 2—Perestroika 

(NT Live) On Thursday 27th July at 7pm 
 

Full programme on website. 
Tickets are £15.   

Book on line at www.vynetheatre.co.uk. 
Box Office Helpline: 0333 666 3366.  

Tickets on door if available. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
St Mary’s Primary School, New Road, Northchurch, 

Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 3QZ 
Tel: 07535 184017 www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 

 

ST MARY’S PRE-SCHOOL 
 

Pre-school for 2½ to 5 year olds. 
 

Graded Outstanding by Ofsted. 
 

Open 5 days a week - Monday to Friday  
 

Afternoon sessions from 12.30 pm – 3.30 pm. 
 

Lunch Club sessions also available. 
 

Government Funding available for up to 5 sessions per week.  
To reserve a place or for more   
information, please contact Lisa 
Burkett, Pre-school Leader, on 

07535 184017  

or e-mail stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com              
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Appledown Rescue 
and Rehoming 
Kennels 

Sweet little Jyn Erso is here to 
show that it is not all bull breeds 
and lurchers in rescue kennels! In 
fact we get quite a few small 
breeds and cross breeds, so if you 
are interested in adopting a little 
dog it is well worth giving us a call 
or popping in to see us any day 
between 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. Jyn Erso 
is a shih tzu who was  born in 
2015. She was extremely nervous 
when she first arrived but is now 
improving and learning to trust 
people. She needs to be an only 
pet in a calm, child-free home, 
where she is only left for short 
periods. Jyn will make a very 
loving little companion in the right 
home  
If you can offer Jyn or any of 
our other dogs a loving and 
secure home, please call in at 
the kennels any day between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or phone us 
for more details. Please note 
that there are restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with 
children under seven years of 
age. Full details of the 
rehoming process can be 
found on our website, or 
please contact the kennels. 
 
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, 

Harling Road, 
Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 01525 220383 

(Registered Charity Number 1116848) 
 



 

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK.  
Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices.  

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 
thetyrechangers.co.uk 

HANDYMAN 
WITH VAN 

 
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED 

BUILDER  
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 
DECORATING AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS  

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT  
GARDENS TIDIED  

LIGHT REMOVALS  
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

St Mary’s Church Summer Fete        1st July 2017 12.30 – 4pm 

Don’t miss the annual St. Mary’s Church Summer Fete. To open the fete, pupils 
from St. Mary’s School will perform a Maypole dance. There is host of activities 
for children in the Rectory garden, including face painting, a craft tent, pet’s 
corner, a toy tombola, a bouncy castle and ice creams. Have a go at “Soak the 
Rector”, try your skill at putting a golf ball, or see how far you can throw a welly 
on the playing field.  

Try our burgers fresh from the BBQ and enjoy them with a glass of beer or 
Pimms and we will be serving a tasty selection of cakes in the Parish Rooms.  

Listen to the Hemel Brass Band whilst you browse through the stalls: books, gifts 
& toiletries, plants, cakes, a bottle tombola and “nearly new items”.  

Come and enjoy a great day out for the whole family and support the church as 
well as local and international charities. Money raised will be split equally 
between: 

St. Mary’s Church Roof Fund:  We are continuing to raise money, which will help 
towards the replacement of the leaking church roof. 

People NOT Borders:  A small group of volunteers based in Berkhamsted who 
are trying to help the growing number of refugees who are living without 
adequate shelter, food or clothing in dire heart wrenching conditions. 

Street Kids Direct:  Founded in 2001 by Duncan Dyason, the charity raises funds 
to alleviate the suffering of street children and works in partnership with local 
organisations to help rescue children from the streets in Latin America. 

Berkhamsted Deanery Lecture 2017           Dr Caroline Ellwood 
 

‘At the Crossroads of History:  
religion, identity and  extremism in the Syrian Civil War.’ 

 
Dr Ellwood is currently Editor of the ‘International Schools Journal’ and a lecturer 

for the WEA - keeping up her interests in both areas of education. Her 
publications include: ‘Learning and Teaching about Islam,’ and ‘Essays in  

Understanding’. 
 

Venue: St Mary’s Northchurch at 7.45pm on June 8th  

DOUBLE GLAZING 

DOCTOR 
 

Window and door repairs 
 

GLASS REPLACEMENT 
 

Handles * Hinges * Letterboxes   
Locks * Cat flaps  * Door adjust-

ment 
 

25 years experience 
 

Contact Rob 
 

07909 443010 
 



Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 
Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  

Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  

Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  
 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 
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COMPLETE TAXATION 
Tax Return Completion Specialists 

Need help with your Tax Return,  
Small business accounts, rental accounts?  

Complete Taxation can help  

Fast, efficient service with over 35 years experience  

01442 463746         www.completetaxation.co.uk 

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT on top 

The St Mary’s banner had its annual outing to St Albans 
Cathedral on Easter Monday.  Our group of pilgrims set off 
at 7 am and walked the 15 or so miles to take part in a 
joyful service at the Cathedral in the afternoon.  The day 
was a little chilly and overcast, but ideal for walking.  We 
made excellent time on the first stretch, along the canal to 
Apsley, where we arrived at Sainsbury’s café before they 
had started to serve breakfasts! (A perfect excuse for a 
longer break while our bacon and eggs were cooking). 
Further along the way we paused at Bedmond’s tin church 
for tea and biscuits, and a group photo by their new Easter 
Garden.  When we arrived at the Cathedral we were invited 
to sit in the choir stalls, so we had a fantastic view of 
pilgrims and banners from all over the Diocese. 
Lucy and Andrea Lambert 



 
Sunday Services  
at St Mary’s 
4th June                                      Pentecost 

8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist  
 6.00pm  Evening Prayer at St Bart’s 

 
11th June                                  Trinity Sunday   
8.00am     Holy Communion  
10.00am   All Age Service 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 
18th June                                      Trinity 1 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer  
 
25th June                                      Trinity 2 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 07929 934367 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613  
Advertising & editorial by email to the  Editor, Jill Hipson   
jill.hipson@live.co.uk      
Next issue:  July/August 2017.   
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be           
published.    Copy date is 15th of each month. 

Parish Registers:  April & May  
 
Funerals 
11th May  George Risdale 
 
Burial of Ashes 
13th May  Christopher Pocock  
 
Baptisms 
27th April Clara Elizabeth Bennett 
7th May Eleanor Faith Iris Millar 
  Jessica Grace Elsie Millar 

Plants and Gardening Items  
needed for Summer Fete  

 
If you have any surplus plants from your garden or 
allotment, we would be delighted to hear from you.  
We would be very grateful too for other garden items 
such as pots/containers.  Collections can be arranged 
or you can drop off your donations on the morning of 

the Fete. To arrange a collection and/
or for further information, please 
contact Vanessa Hudson on 879646 or 
Diane Whitaker on 875543.  Thank 
you for your support. 

Help needed:     Calling Piano Players 
At Shaftsbury Court in Valley Road  we have a Service 
for Elderly people who are unable to go to church, 
every Sunday at 3pm.  The clergy in this community 
are very good to come.   We are looking for people to 
help by coming to play for us occasionally. 
 
Jennie Budd 870076   jennys.email@talktalk.net 

St Mary’s School Fayre  
Saturday 17th June   

11am to 2pm 
St Mary’s School, Northchurch  

Inflatables      BBQ 
Lots of stalls 


