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The summer is a good time to catch up on reading and I 
managed to get through some really interesting books. The 
first was Phil Scraton’s Hillsborough: The Truth, which 
describes the long and painful journey of the bereaved 
families after the disaster in which 96 men, woman and 
children were killed at the FA Cup semi final in 1989. The 
author was part of the Independent Panel in 2012 that 
through intensive research and testimony led to the new 
inquest that gave the verdict that the 96 were unlawfully 
killed. The book describes the appalling way in which the 
bereaved families were treated in the days following the 
disaster, alongside the manipulation of the facts to place 
the blame on the supporters and most powerfully the 
determination of the families to achieve justice. The book 
end with a poem entitled “Their Voices will be heard.”  
 
Shattered by loss but unbroken in spirit 
In the face of injustice you never backed down 
You forced them to listen, you sacrificed your lives, 
You bore witness with dignity on the day of reckoning 
And their voices, your voices, have been heard     
 

By way of contrast I also read a book by an old college 
friend called Nigel Leaves, entitled Religion under Attack. 
He outlines in a comprehensive way the reasons religious 
faith is being questioned, undermined and rejected. He 
describes the philosophical objection that in a scientific age 
it is hard to accept the idea of a supernatural deity who 

created and watches over the world. It is an uncomfortable 
and challenging book and after reading the book on 
Hillsborough it made me think about issues of truth and 
justice from a faith perspective.  
 
Perhaps the first thing that is evident in Scraton’s account 
is that justice was only achieved by the tireless efforts of 
many people to get to the truth and their refusal to be 
intimidated and broken by the equally determined 
resistance of organisations to cover up the facts.  In 
relation to faith it is a helpful reminder that prayer does 
not involve sitting back and leaving everything to God, but 
issues of justice require persistence and the tireless effort 
of people of goodwill. Maybe one of the problems about 
talking about the supernatural is that can give the 
impression that God is removed from the world and may or 
may not intervene.  The Hillsborough book made me think 
that God is more likely to be found in the struggles and 
longings of ordinary people. The Anglican Cathedral in 
Liverpool is an impressive sight and was the place where 
the Independent Panel issued its groundbreaking report 
and represents a witness to how God stands alongside the 
bereaved families. The words of Isaiah have a continuing 
relevance:  “learn to do good; seek justice, correct 
oppression; bring justice to the fatherless, plead the 
widow’s cause.” (1.17)  

Rev Jonathan Gordon  

Hillsborough—issues of justice need persistence 

Volunteers needed to deliver newsletter in the following roads 
 

Ashridge Rise  Verney Close  Chiltern Close  High Street (south to Darrs Lane) 
 
No round will take more than half an hour.                                      Please phone Valerie Clark on 862613 if you can help. 



Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

Gavin has moved to 
new advert for window 
cleaning—on stick. 
 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 
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The Monday Club 
 
 
September 12th. Enrolment of members and 
discussion of the programme. 
 
September 26th.  A quiz-"The Queen".  
We look forward to a visit from the Bishop of 
Hertford during the course of the afternoon. 
  
For more information please contact:   
Joan Downhill on 865821 or  
Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

This is the story of Jesus' first recorded miracle. Jesus 
was no 'sober sides'. He happily went to a wedding 
party, and when the excellent wine ran out, he 
readily turned water, stored in large jars, into wine. It 
supplied over 100 gallons of wine superior to the 
original provision. It was shared out among many 
people who had come to the party from nearby 
locations. We are not told that they got drunk, but 
perhaps they were good at holding their drink. It was 
a merry occasion. 
 
John calls this miracle a 'sign'. It spoke of the 
superiority of Jesus over all the marvellous things that 
God had done in the past. 
 
As the Epistle to the Hebrews puts it: God had 
inspired many wonderful acts, largely carried out by 

prophets like Elijah and Elisha, who even raised 
people from the dead. Their prophecies, hidden in 
literal happenings, also had a symbolic meaning. THE 
prophet whom God intended to send in fulfilment of 
his coded promises would exhibit his greatness and 
enable repentant sinners to be forgiven and enter 
eternal life. 
 
The story is one of many in the Old Testament which 
in a strange way foreshadow the whole mission of 
Jesus, which would give real life to people who 
believed in him. The New Testament gives the 
fulfilment of these hints and promises, which Jesus 
and the Apostles frequently referred to as they 
taught the gospel.  

Edgar Wille 

Turning water into wine (John 2, verses 1-12) 

People Not Borders Berkhamsted   
presents   

BERKO ROCKS  
in support of refugees  

10 November 8pm,  
Civic Centre, 161-163 High St, HP4 3HD.  

Ticket price: £10, Pre-orders £8 

My name is Denise Chennells and I am 76 years old. I was 
born in London, and my Father, Lenny, was born there in 
1902. My Grandfather, Harry, was born at Bittacy Farm, 
Mill Hill. His family had moved there from Little Gaddes-
den, to try to find work. 

Dad’s cousin, David Chennells, lived with his wife, Lilly, at 1, 
Bell Lane, Northchurch. Lilly attended St.Mary’s  Church, 
and for many years delivered the Church magazine be-
tween the “Old Grey Mare” and the “Crooked Billet” pubs! 
As a young man, Dad and his brothers often used to come 
to Northchurch by bus to meet his cousins. They would go 
to Berkhamsted Golf Club to pick up the golf balls which 
rich golfers had lost, and sell them back to them at six-
pence each, then go for a drink with the proceeds!.Dad 
told me many stories about these magical days. 

In 1966 I passed my driving test and Dad lost no time in 

bringing me from London to Northchurch to meet David 
and Lilly. We had many years of wonderful family times 
together, exploring the neighbourhood and chatting about 
our family.  Lilly worked for Elizabeth (Lavender) Loxley at 
her beautiful home in Dudswell. I visited there several 
times, meeting this charming lady and admiring the beauti-
ful tapestries she sewed. 

All these dear people are dead now, but I am so glad to 
renew my association with Northchurch by attending musi-
cal events at St. Mary’s, as I now live in Hemel Hempstead. 

The recent “Sing Gloria” was a marvellous musical experi-
ence – good teaching of performance skills, great musician-
ship and friendliness, and wonderful food! 

Thank you, everyone! 

Denise Chennells CT ABRSM  

Northchurch Revisited 



Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 
Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  

Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  

Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  
 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs    
Getting your PC up and running again  
 
Software installation & configuration  
Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  
Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  
                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 
   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmai l .com  

 
HELP WITH PROBATE & ESTATES, 
WILLS and POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 
Did you know that it can easily cost £2,000 or more in 
solicitors’ fees – typically at £200 or more an hour - just to 
obtain a Grant of Probate, even for a fairly simple case?  Yet 
the legal fact is you don’t need a firm of solicitors either to 
apply for the Grant or to administer an Estate. 
 
I have 27 years’ experience as a Probate & Trust Manager, 
mainly with central London solicitors, and can assist you with 
each and every aspect of applying for the Grant of Probate 
and administering the Estate, including completion of the 
compulsory Inheritance Tax forms - all for around a quarter of 
normal solicitors’ fees. 
 
Whatever stage the Estate has reached - even where there is 
no Will - if you need assistance at reasonable rates and are in 
Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Tring or surrounding villages, 
please call or e-mail me for further information. 
 
I can also prepare Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney at 
very competitive rates and home visits can be arranged. 
 

David Price   01296 612955 
 

dgp.probate@btinternet.com 
www.probateandestates.co.uk 

 
DAVID PRICE & CO. 
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On 1st September 1916 the fighting 
on the Somme entered its third 
month. Following the enormous 
losses on the first day the British 
had regrouped and had slowly 
begun to push the Germans back. 
Newly trained troops arriving from 
England and Reserves were moved 

up to the front to make up for the earlier losses. Three of 
these men came from Northchurch – Joseph Aldridge, 
William Sibley and Walter Welling. 
 
Joseph Aldridge was born in 1887 and was a keen 
footballer. Enlisting with the Bedfordshire Regiment in 
1915 Joseph was later transferred to 11th Battalion, 
Northumberland Fusiliers to make up for earlier casualties. 
On 24th September Joseph was killed whilst taking part in 
an assault on the German lines near Martinpuich.  
 
William Sibley was a gardener who moved to Northchurch 
to work and enlisted in December 1915 just before the 
introduction of conscription. On 22nd June 1916 he married 

Nora Moore in St Mary’s and soon after left for France. 
William was killed on 26th September whilst serving with 6th 
Battalion, Northamptonshire Regiment during the battle to 
capture the area around Thiepval.  
 
Born in Northchurch in 1891, Walter Welling worked as a 
labourer. He enlisted in November 1915 and two months 
later whilst still undergoing military training he married 
Kate Keen at Berkhamsted Registry Office. Walter 
remained in England until July 1916 when he was sent to 
the Somme. He was killed by German shellfire on 29th 
September whilst attacking a German strongpoint at 
Thiepval with 6th Battalion, Princess Charlotte of Wales's 
(Royal Berkshire Regiment). 
 
Joseph Aldridge’s and William Sibley’s bodies were never 
recovered from the battlefield. Their names are 
consequently engraved on the Thiepval Memorial. Walter 
Welling’s body now lies in the Communal Cemetery 
extension at Warloy-Baillon. 
 

Richard North 

The Battle of the Somme             Part 2 

Interested in becoming a school governor? 
The Governing Body of Westfield Primary School and 
Nursery needs two governors and would love to attract the 
skills and experience of those in our community. 

School governors are volunteers who work together with 
the head teacher of the school to deliver the best 
education for the children at their school. They are not 
specialists in education. Instead, much of the role is about 
exercising common sense – and of course working together 
in the best interests of the children. The governors at 
Westfield work with the head teacher on a diverse range of 
matters – from deciding what kind of school we want 
Westfield to be and thinking about how we want it to get 
there, to setting school policies and ensuring money is 
spent on the right things. Ultimately, they work with the 
school to ensure that pupils receive the best opportunities 
to learn in an environment in which they feel happy and 
secure.  

This is a hugely exciting time to be a governor at Westfield. 
The school is currently rated ‘outstanding’ by Ofsted and 
we have recently transitioned from being a first school to a 
primary school, with a new head teacher who joined us in 
2014. However, Westfield is not standing still, with many 
innovative changes having been made over the past year. 

If you would be interested in having an informal chat about 
the role to find out more about how you can contribute to 
governance at our school, please email the school at 
admin@westfieldprimary.herts.sch.uk and our Chair of 
Governors, Andrew Doran, will contact you. 

   
 
 

www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 
 

Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years 
Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted 

 
Monday to Friday  

12.00 – 4pm 
Lunch-club 12.00 – 12.30pm 
After school club 3.30 – 4pm 

 
Government Funding available for  

3 and 4 year olds 
 

Located in the nursery classroom at  
St Mary’s School, Northchurch 

 

For more information, please contact the Pre-school Leader, 
Mrs Lisa Burkett on 07535 184017  

or e-mail stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com 

St Mary’s C of E (VA) Primary School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 3QZ 
 

Ofsted Reg No.  129391                                          Charity No. 1069686 
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Halton House 
RAF Halton Officer’s 

Mess 
OPEN DAY 

 
Sunday 11th September 

2016,  
10am - 4pm 

 
Halton House, 

The Officers’ Mess 
RAF Halton 

Wendover      HP22 5PG 
 

This is a rare opportunity 
to see the interior of 

Halton House, built by 
Alfred de Rothschild in 

1883, a lasting reminder 
of Victorian decorative 

taste. 
 

The Station’s Trenchard 
Museum and the Great 

War Trenches will also be 
open. 

 
A shuttle bus will run 

between Halton House, 
the Trenchard Museum, 

(where more can be 
learnt about the History 
of the RAF Station and 
the RAF’s Apprentice 

Scheme), and the James 
McCudden Flight 
Heritage Centre. 

 
NB.  Halton House has 
very limited disabled 

access and has no 
disabled toilets. 

Offence No. in 
parish 

No. in 
Dacorum 

Dwelling Burglary 1 35 
Burglary Other 1 26 
Criminal Damage 0 110 
Vehicle Crime 3 73 
Anti-Social      
Behaviour* 

0 441 

Herts Police July 2016  
Crime & ASB figures 
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HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK.  
Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices.  

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 
thetyrechangers.co.uk 

HANDYMAN 
WITH VAN 

 
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED 

BUILDER  
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 

 
DECORATING AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS  

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT  
GARDENS TIDIED  

LIGHT REMOVALS  
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

 
COMPLETE 
TAXATION  

Need help with your Tax Return,  
Small business accounts, rental 

accounts?   
Complete Taxation can help  

 
Fast, efficient service with over 

35 years experience  
 

01442 463746  
 

www.completetaxation.co.uk 
 

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT 
on top 

DOUBLE GLAZING 

DOCTOR 

 
Window and door repairs 

 
GLASS REPLACEMENT 

 
Handles hinges letterboxes locks etc 

 
25 years experience 

 
Contact Rob 

 
07909 443010 
01442 381044 

    Appledown Rescue 
    and Rehoming Kennels 
 

 
Saturday 10th September 

Come along to Appledown  
for a great family day out! 

 

12 classes plus  
Best in Show! 

Refreshments & Stalls 
Show opens at 11 a.m.  

Classes commence 12 noon. 
 

Judge: Valerie Jackson.  
Entries on the day 

 

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels,  
Harling Road, 

Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 01525 220383 
(Registered Charity Number 1116848) 

                      



 
Sunday Services  
at St Mary’s 

4th September                                 Trinity 15  

8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist  
  6.30pm   Choral Evensong at the Chapel 
                 Ashridge College 
11th September                                     Trinity 16 
  
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   All Age Service 
  6.00pm   Compline 

18th September                                    Trinity 17   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (CW)  
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 

25th September               Trinity 18  
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm   Taize Worship  
 
Taize Worship is a quiet mediation service with 
chants and silence to celebrate Pentecost.   
Tea, coffee and cake to be served afterwards.   
All welcome. 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 07929 934367 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 
GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613  
Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor    
Mrs Jill Hipson   cjhipson@btopenworld.com                 
Next issue:  October 2016.    
All advertisements must be paid for before they 
can be published.    Copy date is 15th of each 
month. 

Parish Registers:    
June, July and August 2016 

 
Baptisms 
 
July 3rd   Adam Mark James  
  Olivia Rose Boot 
 
August 7th  May Charlotte Wheeler 
 
August 14th  Emilia Bedford,  
  Eliza Romilly McCready  
  Freya Tala McCready 
 
Funerals 
 
June 17th  Betty Sells 
 
July 1st   Bertram Leslie Edmonds  
  Peter Howard Wilkinson  
 
July 5th  Mark Ronald Saunders  
 
July 12th Barbara Reynolds 
 
July 15th Harold Staunton  
 
July 27th Percy Badrick  
 
Burial of Ashes 
 
August 14th May Gilby  
 
Weddings 
 
June 25th      Alan Anderson and Susan Reynolds 
 
July 16th        Richard Airey and Emily Hill 


