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A potent resource for making sense of our existence

We have been having a review of the different things
that happen at the church under the heading of the
Mission Action Plan. This is all connected to the Living
God’s Love initiative in the Diocese of St Albans. This
has three areas of “Going Deeper into God,”
“Transforming Communities,” and “Making New
Risciples.” The aim of a Mission Action Plan is to
explore the priorities for the church community in the
years ahead with the three headings being useful as
parameters.

At the heart of the Mission Action Plan is an invitation
to go on a journey. It is possible that some folk can
find faith through intellectual argument and
discussion. This is important and whenever | preach a
sermon it is never intended as the last word on a
subject but more an ongoing conversation in which
everyone should feel they can contribute or disagree.
Courses that explore the Christian faith or
Housegroups are a great way of looking in more detail
at different parts of the Bible or a current issue and
seeing how they might connect. There are many
books and articles at the present time that are highly
critical of religion and | enjoy a good debate on

showing that faith can have an intellectual integrity
and resilience that can respond to some of the
pressing issues that we face today in the world. Yet,
there is, | think, a limit to what can be achieved by
argument and discussion.

| read a really good book recently by Rupert Shortt
called “God is No Thing: Coherent Christianity.” He
makes a good observation that “being a Christian
should not entail assenting to six impossible
propositions before breakfast, but doing things that
change you.” He elaborates by saying that “you don’t
think your way into a new way of living, but live your
way into a new way of thinking.” It is a different way
of seeing things, but, represents an invitation to allow
your heart and mind to be captured by a vision of love
of God and neighbour. Shortt argues, Christianity “at
its centre, the story of love’s mending of wounded
hearts, forms a potent resource for making sense of
our existence.” Whilst of course that is open to
debate, the book offers a vision of life, in which | have
found that the familiar can always seem new and
what is tired has the capacity to become refreshed.

Rev Jonathan Gordon

Harvest Festival Sunday 2nd October
We will be supporting

People not Borders: Berko for Refugees.

30th October at 6.00pm

Service of Remembrance

Candles will be lit in memory of those who have died.
Please contact Rev Jonathan for more details.
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PHYSIOTHERAPY

Joint aches and pains?
Visit an cxpcricnccd practiti()ncr
in central Berkhamsted

To book an assessment call
07834 599 225
or email info@banksphysio.com

EMILY BANKS
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Emily Banks MSc MMACP MCSP HPC
Member of the Health Profesions Council

Banks Physio is based at
Carmenta Life, Berkhamsted

www.banksphysio.com

BEES ELECTRICAL

GuaranteedyQualified, Insured
ALL jobs welcome

>Sockets and lighting

>Energy saving LED lighting

>Alarms, phones, smart phone control
> Fault finding and testing

>Free fixed price quotes

Contact Mike Smith:
Tel 01442 876416
(M) 07790 885189

beeselectrical@gmail.com

BERKHAMSTED E

4 BH

Property Services

Professional and reliable

WINDOW CLEANING

Ladderless, pure water Vﬂindow cleaning
Your privacy guaranteed
® Hard to reach windows ¢ Guttering

* Conservatories o Soffits
* Facias ® Solar panels

LIS L E e

MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

..... for ALL your vehicle needs

* SERVICING
* MOT REPAIRS ¢ TYRES
* EXHAUSTS
* DIAGNOSTICS
* LOCAL COLLECTION
& DELIVERY SERVICE

01442 872711

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

«samereliable

«from £13 per hrinc.

« police checked
» matched to your

« professional local service
«insured

«no hidden costs

« all cleaners fully vetted

hate cleaning?
we love it!

Let us take care of your cleaning chores /|

cleaner each week

weekly domestic
cleaning

requirements

MAID or FERTS %

Call Amandaon 01442 540085

today to make an appointment
www.maidofherts.com

|

PURPOSE BUILT DRY/STORAGE WAREHOUSE

CONTAINERISED]STORAGE

DOGUMENT/ARCHIVE'STORAGE & DATA
SHREDDING 10 CATER FOR ALL YOURINEEDS

LIMITED

$Dleﬂﬂ&§@m§

THE PROFESSIONAL REMOVERS
SILVERDALE HOUSE NORTHBRIDGE ROAD BERKHAMSTED HP4 1EG

T: (01442) 863959 F: (01442) 862163

E: sdellandsons@btconnect.com W: www.sdellandsons.com

FEDEMAGC

OFT

Approved code.

£
N4

£5 DISCOUNT ON [!OHR FIRST CLEAN

bhpropertyservices.co.uk

07731 047439 | 01442 380287

Gentle & Therapeutic

Beginners
Welcome

Relax Mind & Body

Relaxation, de-stressing and gentle stretching. It's not a
strong physical workout and is very suitable for beginners
or those who do not want a strenuous class

St John Ambulance Hall, Northchurch
Wed 7.00pm to 8.15pm

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre
Mon 6.45pm to 8.00pm &
8.15pm to 9.30pm

BAYoga Studio, Berkhamsted High St.
Thurs 11am to 12.30pm

1 am a qualified Yoga Teacher with the Yoga for Health Foundation

Tel: 07775 531502

Email: john@johngrimesyoga.co.uk
www.johngrimesyoga.co.uk

* Carpet * Vinyl + Laminate « Amtico * Wood

S

Your friendly flooring fitt®

We can supply and fit new flooring or
adapt your existing carpets or tiles.

Call now for a FREE quote:

07912 104 815

01442 863 488 [ floor2flooruk.co.uk

Stress and
Tension?

Mabile massage therapy or come to
my treatment room in Berkhamsted

Sports Massage
Indian Head Massage
Hot Stone Massage
Facials

www. rifithessmassage.co.uk

Call Becki on
RJ 07731 733195

Fitness . Massage
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Do you ever read the Bible? Raising the Roof

Do you?

| fear only a small minority of British people do. The
Bible seems irrelevant to their daily needs. Why read
it then?

Because, though written down by humans, it conveys
a meaning to our lives and portrays a God who will
bring good out of the evil which seems to reign over
our world.

The Bible records the good which is done by many
humans, and the evil which is done by even more. If
we read it, we shall get, often indirectly, the divine
comment on life which will give us, among other
things, a sense of the difference between right and
wrong.

Jesus was the very image of God. If we want to
understand God's character we must look at Jesus.
While totally human, he represents God and can
influence us to become more like God.

Thanks to your generosity the model of the church has
reached a point where it is recognizeable with over
But perhaps you find this difficult to believe, and can £10,000 already sponsored which is worth over £12,000
be satisfied to move along through life 'making the with Gift Aid.

best of a bad job'. Real life, according to the overall
teaching of the Bible, resides in Jesus, and is
bestowed on those who place themselves absolutely
at his disposal. He gives light in place of darkness. The
apostle Paul wrote to the Romans that sin pays a
wage and the wage is death, but God gives us freely,
if we have faith, eternal life in union with Christ Jesus
(Romans 6, verse 23).

With the help of one of my daughters | have managed to
scale down photos of the 21 stained glass windows to
print on transparent plastic and these will be mounted in
the next two months. A couple of windows are still
awaiting sponsors at £50 and £100.

A brass bell has been acquired to hang inside the bell
tower and the flag pole is in position waiting for a keen
seamstress to sew a St George’s flag. The church has 19

God is said to be love, and if we accept this 'nothing buttresses which | will be reproducing for the model. If
Christ Jesus our Lord' (Romans 8, verse 30). He later buttress for £50!

adds that if the confession 'Jesus is Lord' is on your
lips and the faith that God raised him from the dead
is in your heart, you will find salvation (Romans 10,
verse 9). 'The same Lord is Lord of all and has riches
enough for all who call on him. For everyone who
calls on the name of the Lord will be saved' (Romans

To sponsor bricks at £3 each, or a stained glass window or
a buttress, please complete a yellow envelope at the back
of the church and put it into the money box in church. |
am usually taking the model to church on the first Sunday
of each month, so come and see me if you wish to discuss
sponsorship or contact Andrew Dobbie, 1 Shootersway

11). Lane, Berkhamsted HP4 3NP, tel: 07775 560363,
Edgar Wille andrew@gameplaneurope.com
é s )
Computer Help and Tuition Do you need help
that comes to YOU! with all your odd jobs around your home?
Friendly help to build I can offer a reliable service
“‘é your confidence with your with many years experience
PC, iPhone or iPad, and Also decorating and phone points ete
support on technical issues at a reasonable rate.
Call Karen on 01442 388537 Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
Email: karen@reeboot.co.uk
kWeb: www.reeboot.co.uk ’ ) 07802 906 870




HELP WITH PROBATE & ESTATES,
WILLS and POWERS OF ATTORNEY

Did you know that it can easily cost £2,000 or more in
solicitors’ fees — typically at £200 or more an hour - just to
obtain a Grant of Probate, even for a fairly simple case? Yet
the legal fact is you don’t need a firm of solicitors either to
apply for the Grant or to administer an Estate.

| have 27 years’ experience as a Probate & Trust Manager,
mainly with central London solicitors, and can assist you with
each and every aspect of applying for the Grant of Probate
and administering the Estate, including completion of the
compulsory Inheritance Tax forms - all for around a quarter of
normal solicitors’ fees.

Whatever stage the Estate has reached - even where there is
no Will - if you need assistance at reasonable rates and are in
Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Tring or surrounding villages,
please call or e-mail me for further information.

| can also prepare Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney at
very competitive rates and home visits can be arranged.

David Price 01296 612955

dgp.probate@btinternet.com
www.probateandestates.co.uk

DAVID PRICE & CO.

LOGS FOR SALE

astropelogs.co.uk

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery.
Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m?)
Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m"%)

Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10
sacks)

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask
for details.

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, fencing,
pressure washing and grass cutting.

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534

Computer Consultancy
and Repairs

Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration

Basic and intermediate level training Specialising
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mobile: 07885 966570

AndyRobinson2010@gmail.com

.

\
silverleaf

Landscaping

For a friendly, personal

and professional service S I
re

Planting Fully Qualified & Insured

Decking Tree Removal/Felling
Driveways Tree Shaping

Turfing Deadwood Removal
Fencing Reduction/Lifting/Thinning

Paths & Patios
Brick Work

Ground Clearance

Stump Grinding
Tree House Construction
Fire Wood for Sale

Contact: Rian Murphy

For a free consultation and
quote for your next project

Tel/Fax: 01442 825176
Mobile: 07900 006246

silverleaflandscaping.co.uk /

4 [T Heating N\

|
Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750

service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.

é‘,v o .
4, S & www.llheating.co.uk
oY o
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Private 19159

Walter PURTON

7™ Battalion,
Bedfordshire Regiment

24™ October 1916

Walter Purton was born towards the end of 1890 and grew
up with two brothers and six sisters in a house in
Northchurch High Street. His father, George Purton, came
from Little Gaddesden whilst his mother, Elizabeth, was
from Berkhamsted. The family later moved to Orchard End
by which time Walter was working as a Chemical Worker at
Cooper’s factory in Berkhamsted.

In September 1914, Walter enlisted at Bedford with the 7
Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment, otherwise known as the
‘Shiny Seventh’. After completing his training, he was sent
to France in July 1915. On 1* July 1916 Walter was part of
the attacking force on the first day of the Battle of the
Somme capturing a heavily fortified German strongpoint.
After their success Walter’s Battalion moved north to a
quieter sector of the Front for a period of rest and front-
line duties.

Walter returned to the Somme sector in September and
helped capture another strongpoint at the end of the
month, despite strong opposition. The following month
Walter and the ‘Shiny Seventh’ took over a series of
trenches that had previously been captured by two other
British Battalions. Despite them being knee-deep in mud
the Germans were determined to recapture their lost
trenches and launched a
counterattack on 24" October.
Walter Purton was killed during
the German  counterattack
defending his trench. His body
now rests in the Regina Trench
Cemetery, near Courcelette
village, his headstone simply
reading, ‘Rest in Peace’.

Richard North

THE GREAT WAR
1914 - 1918

It won’t be long before Christmas is here!

We will be holding a Christingle Market in
St Mary’s on Saturday 3" December with the

proceeds going towards the Roof Fund.

Put the date in your diary now and look for full
details in the November edition of the Parish
Magazine.
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A Christmas Gift That Lasts Forever

It's true to say that most of us have lots of old
photos, slides and negatives representing our past.
With Christmas looming and the worry of finding
suitable gifts for the family, this new Berkhamsted
business will collect your photos for free, and create a
super Christmas or special occasion gift. Whatever you
have stored in your attics, bottom draws and photo
albums, we all keep them for the exact same reason.
We treasure them. We couldn’t bear to lose them.
But wouldn’t it be wonderful this Christmas, to be able
to browse through and enjoy them with the family.

For mum’s 80™ birthday, | scanned her old dancing
photos, award certificates and dance school reports
and | made her a personal and unique gift. She was
overwhelmed but equally amazed at how many
memories she thought she’d literally forgotten about.
Mum is 82 now and a brain disorder has set in; life has
changed but | began to notice how much pleasure
mum and Derek got when viewing the photos together
with family and friends. Her face was alight. So, |
scanned her entire collection onto a CD / USB stick to
watch on TV. Over 2,000 images all titled, over a span
of 82 years and all of her favourite memorabilia, in ONE
place. She says she has unexpectedly found peace of
mind knowing that they will now never be lost or
damaged. Her past has become her present day. We
have copied them to the extended family and stories
and buried memories will now be carried forward and
shared in their homes, on TVs, laptops, phones, iPads
and via the cloud.

Mum’s story made me realise that my scanning
expertise can be applied to anyone with old photos
who wants to preserve them, share them and enjoy
them today. Our new family business is focussed on
trust and ‘talking to a real person’ about your precious
memories. There’s lot of helpful information on our
website www.scanmysnaps.co.uk.  We are proud to
offer a friendly and professional service and some of
mum’s collection can be seen on our FREE Demo CD or
email link. Do drop me a line or call and tell me ‘your
story’ on viv@scanmysnaps.co.uk .

Viv Walker, Owner, Scan My Snaps 07557 979 258

A gift that lasts forever L gc;;,,

« A unique gift of old favourite photos that your
family will treasure

« Local and friendly professional expert with 20
years' experience

« FREE collection & return to many local areas

« 3day turnaround to view your scans on TV, 10

P

phone, laptop, tablet, cloud e A

rom

Call Vivon
Email viv@scanmysnaps.co.uk

photos, SWEE " perwort
WWW.ScanmysnapS.co.uk

memorab'\\\a 3
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Appledown Rescue’s

Dog of the Month

Handsome German Shepherd
Reno finds himself in care
because his owner sadly
passed away. He has a sweet
temperament and has clearly
been much-loved, he now
needs a new owner to bond
with. Reno was born in 2011,
he is good with people and
dogs but would prefer an
adults-only home.

If you can offer Reno or any
of our other dogs a loving and
secure home, please call in at
the kennels any day between
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or phone
us for more details. Please
note that there are
restrictions on rehoming dogs
to families with children
under seven years of age. Full
details of the rehoming
process can be found on our
website, or please contact the
kennels.

Appledown Rescue

and Rehoming Kennels,
Harling Road, Eaton Bray,
Beds LU6 1QY

01525220383

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
www.appledownrescue.co.uk

The Monday Club

October 3rd. Harvest Lunch at 12.30
followed by a short Service in Church.

October 31st. Speaker to be
confirmed.

For more information please contact:
Joan Downhill on 865821 or
Barbara Lloyd on 865059.

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE, FENCING
AND LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR

reenscape

Regular Maintenance Garden Tidy-Up & Clearances Hedge & Grass Cutting Turfing
All types of Fencing Sheds Gates Tree Work Pressure Washing

A friendly and reliable local business that will deliver exactly what you want.
We have many happy customers in the local area.

To make an enquiry please call Darren Porter-Hough on 07986 708673
www.greenscapes.org.uk
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What’s in a name?

Many of you will have noticed the building site near the bottom of New Road,
where Wrights used to be, and may have wondered at the proposed name,
Chandler Mews.

As well as being a local family (Jim Chandler is remembered on the War
Memorial), a family called Chandler also lived at Drayton Parslow, in
Buckinghamshire. This family have a strong musical connection to Northchurch!
In 1651, Anthony Chandler cast four of the bells which still ring today in St
Mary’s church. (Actually, he cast five at that time, but the heaviest was recast
by the Whitechapel foundry in 1834.)

Richard Chandler moved from Soulbury to become the village blacksmith and
founded the bellfoundry in Drayton Parslow in 1635. Richard may have died
fairly young, as his son Anthony was still a teenager when he inherited the
business. The Northchurch bells are probably among the first cast by young
Anthony. Find Drayton Parslow on the map (SP843286) and you will see it is
about 14 miles (23km) away from Northchurch as the crow flies, with no direct

roads. And in the mid-1600s what roads there were would not have been
smooth tarmac! How did Anthony get 2 tons of bells from his foundry to St
Mary’s?

There might be a clue in the name of his village. Drayton derives from the old
English meaning a ‘farm where sledges are used’, a sledge being easier than a
cart for horses to manage on a hillside. | favour a second theory: Bell Lane is not
far from the church. In the 17" century, many founders were itinerant,
transporting their equipment and then casting ‘on site’. Anthony was recasting
the old bells out of the church, and wouldn’t have wanted to cart (or sledge) 2
tons weight both to and from his foundry. There was plenty of wood
surrounding old Northchurch — and today’s gardeners will agree there is plenty
of clay!

| ask you to reflect on Anthony Chandler’s strength and skill. There was none of
today’s machinery for pouring molten metal, nor current technology to enable
him to tune his bells. Generations of Northchurch residents have heard
Chandler’s bells over the last 365 years, and those same bells will continue to
sound for generations to come.

Valerie Clark, Tower Captain

HANDYMAN
WITH VAN

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED
BUILDER

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DECORATING AND
GENERAL REPAIRS

LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT
GARDENS TIDIED
LIGHT REMOVALS
REFERENCES AVAILABLE

PLEASE CALL MICK
0775 393 8180

&&=

THE TYRE CHANGERS
07746 903095

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.

Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.

Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
thetyrechangers.co.uk

DOUBLE GLAZING
DOCTOR

e \ACLD) /v We are a family run Child
00 °z care Provider meeting all
cd © your Children’s needs
Since 1995.

Kkindergarten
Before and after
School clubs for St
Mary’s, Westfield
and Bridgewater.

Window and door repairs

GLASS REPLACEMENT

Full and Sessional

EE e Handles hinges letterboxes locks etc

Northchurch
Cricket Pavilion. 25 yea rs experience
Holiday club open to all
Children from reception

To year 6.

Wrap around care
for all local
Nursery classes.

Contact Rob

Home from Home Kindergarten

01442 862638

info@homefromhomekinder.co.uk

www.homefromhomekinder.co.uk

07909 443010
01442 381044

COMPLETE
TAXATION

Need help with your Tax Return,
Small business accounts, rental
accounts?

Complete Taxation can help

Fast, efficient service with over
35 years experience

01442 463746

www.completetaxation.co.uk

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT
on top




GREEN GARDENING

M: 077 08 04

LAWN MAINTENANCE

PLEASE CALL NICK
02 85 H: 01442 872 577

ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY)

HEDGE CUTTING

Sunday Services
at St Mary’s

it

NO JOB TOO SMALL

FENCING AND PATIOS POWER WASHING

Parish Registers:
August & September 2016

Baptisms

21st August Jack Robert Cook

2nd October

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evening Prayer at St Bart’s

Harvest Festival

4th September
11th September

George Samuel Waite
Ruby Frances Tunmer
Timothy Raymond Penn Williams

17th September William James Stiles

Funerals

9th October Trinity 20 5th September Chloe Ann Marie Phillips Connelley
8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 6th September Robert Smith

10.00am All Age Service Burial of Ashes
6.00pm Evening Prayer 21st August Barbara Reynolds

16th October Trinity 21 26th August Pamela Margaret Mewse

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.00pm Compline

Reginald James Mewse
Weddings

24th September Elizabeth Dobson & Richard Hornby

23rd October

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Healing Service

Last Sunday after Trinity

Turn Sarah’s Miles into Smiles

Sarah Marshall has been blind for 9 years. She plays at Berkhamsted
Bowls Club. She has won blind bowls competitions in New Zealand
and Paris, plus national blind championships all over the UK.

30th October

8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Service of Remembrance

4th Sunday before Advent

Sarah has been selected to represent England at the World Blind

Bowls Championships in Cape Town in March 2017. She has to raise
all her own funding, plus the amount needed for a sighted helper to
accompany her. Can you help her achieve her goal of raising £36007?
Contact Brian Ralph on 01442 872378 or at brian.ralph@gmail.com.

People Not Borders Be

in support of refugees

10 November 8pm,
Ticket price: £10,

Civic Centre,

Contacts for the
Newsletter

rkhamsted

presents

Distribution to Valerie Clark,
862613

Advertising & editorial by email
to the Editor

Mrs Jill Hipson
cjhipson@btopenworld.com
Next issue: November 2016.

All advertisements must be paid
for before they can be
published.

Copy date is 15th of each month.

161-163 High St, HP4 3HD.
Pre-orders £8

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon

St Mary's Church

Please

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.orqg.uk




