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Voices from the Past and the Present
It is always a great pleasure to welcome folk to
church on a Sunday morning and I really appreciate
the hard work and involvement of many different
people in contributing to the life and worship of St
Mary’s. The Annual AGM takes place at the end of
April and the reports of the different groups that
make up the life of the church provide interesting
reading. The logo for the church is “Celebrating the
Christian Faith for 1000 years” and when the local
schools visit the church there are always
opportunities to hunt out evidence of the past. The
locals who rang the bells as an example were
particularly keen to leave a mark. There are a few
dates chiselled into the stonework and the earliest I
have found is 1622. It is an example of how from
hundreds of years ago to the present, the life of the
church has been part of the community of
Northchurch. The reports only tell part of the story.
The main hope of the church is that it is a place of
encounter and encouragement in faith.

In May the churches will focus on Pentecost and the
gifts of the Holy Spirit that encourage, strengthen and
guide us in faith. I read recently a moving perspective
on the Holy Spirit written by a Syrian Christian:
Without the Holy Spirit:
God is far away,
Christ stays in the past,
the Gospel is a dead letter,
the church is simply an organisation,
authority simply a matter of domination,
mission a matter of propaganda,

liturgy no more than an evocation,
Christian living a slave morality.
But with the Holy Spirit:
the cosmos is resurrected and groans with the birth
pangs of the Kingdom,
the risen Christ is there,
the Gospel is the power of life,
the church shows forth the life of the Trinity,
authority is a liberating service,
mission is a Pentecost,
the liturgy is both memorial and anticipation, human
action is deified.
When the Holy Spirit blows through the life of the
church then we are in a place of encounter and
change. Not for the sake of feeling spiritually good or
fulfilled but to be equipped to follow Jesus in the
world. A medieval mystic but this very well: if you
were praying and experiencing a deep spiritual
enlightenment but a poor beggar came to the door
and asked for some soup. The soup would be your
first priority. Voices from the past and the present
remind us that we are called to follow and be faithful.
Rev Jonathan Gordon
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO DELIVER THE NEWSLETTER
Durrants Lane, Ridgeway, Tresco Road
Each round takes a maximum of half an hour.
Please phone Valerie Clark on 862613.

GEMINI ADVERT

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

Gavin has moved to
new advert for window
cleaning—on stick.

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre
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Forgiveness
Forgiveness changed the situation in Northern Ireland to
the point where the Protestant, Ian Paisley became First
Minister, publically supported by the IRA leaders Adams
and McGuinness. On the other hand, we hear of people
who have been wronged, complaining bitterly because
they believed that their enemy had not been given a long
enough prison sentence. They wanted revenge.
In the Lord's Prayer, Matthew 6v.12 we are instructed to
pray to God: Forgive us the wrong we have done, as we
have forgiven those who have wronged us.
This
forgiveness appears to be unconditional. However, it can
be argued that forgiveness, ideally, should be a response
to regret or repentance.
The words of Jesus in Luke 23v.34, sound like asking God
to set conditions for forgiveness, when he said 'Father,
forgive them for they know not what they do.' This can be
seen as asking God to awake a sense of repentance in the
hearts of those who were crucifying Jesus.
Matthew, chapter 18, suggests a procedure in the case of
wrong, whereby the offender was to be seen first

Edgar Wille
privately, then by several members and if necessary finally
by the whole Church. If the wrong-doer would not listen
he or she would be excluded from full fellowship. In the
same chapter, verses 21-22, Peter asks Lord, how often am
I to forgive my brother if he goes on wronging me? As
many as seven times? Jesus replied I do not say seven
times but seventy times seven (and nor did he mean there
could be no forgiveness after 490 offences!)
In John 21v.45, Jesus implicitly forgives Peter for his denial
as he was so truly repentant.
So we may say that the ideal is that someone should be
forgiven who has shown a spirit of repentance, but there is
no suggestion that Jesus would wish us to deny
forgiveness even if there is no apparent repentance by the
offender.
Thus, if in doubt, we should always forgive, irrespective of
the sincerity of the offender. And in any case we will
ourselves feel better if bitterness is no longer gnawing in
our souls.

Singing at St Mary’s & Choral Workshop
St Mary’s has hosted a number of successful singing events
involving the church choir and other local musicians and
has become an annual event in the life of the church.

Choral Workshop at St Mary’s Northchurch
Saturday July 23rd 2016

In 2013 local musician Richard Grylls directed a massed
choir of local singers in an unforgettable workshop and
performance of Vierne’s Missa Solennelle including two
organs and three organists! Faure’s requiem was a simple
but effective contrast and Liam Cartwright gave a mighty
performance on the ‘Grand’ organ.
In 2014 we hosted a spectacular 12 hour hymnathon
involving hundreds of singers and organists which
spearheaded the organ repair fund and last year, with the
support of a Waitrose music grant, we welcomed
outstanding international choral director Geraldine Latty.
Geraldine and husband Cory led an inspiring afternoon and
evening of Gospel singing (and percussion playing) which
culminated in a memorable informal concert with much
audience participation!
This year we welcome back Richard Grylls. With his wealth
of experience and indefatigable enthusiasm we will tackle
Vivaldi’s Gloria in D, Mascagni’s Easter Hymn from
Cavalleria Rusticana, Parry’s I was glad and other choral
classics.
For more details, please see poster below, visit the church
website or e mail music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

Works to include:
Vivaldi’s Gloria
Mascagni: Easter Hymn from Cavalleria Rusticana,
Parry: I was glad, Franck: Psalm 150 and other choral
classics
Musical director: Richard Grylls
Organist: Ken Martlew
Workshop: 1.30-5.30

Concert: 6.30-7.40

Singers: £15 includes music hire, afternoon tea &
supper
Family and friends of participants are warmly invited
to the informal concert in church at 6.30pm and
supper after: £5
Enquiries: music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?
I can offer a reliable service
with many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870

Computer Consultancy
and Repairs
Getting your PC up and running again

Software installation & configuration
Basic and intermediate level training Specialising
in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades
Andy Robinson
36 Trevelyan Way
Berkhamsted HP4 1JH
Mobile: 07885 966570

AndyRobinson2010@gmail.com

PlayPlus Kindergarten
Judged 'Good' in all areas of inspection by Ofsted
Established in 1989

Fully qualified & experienced Early
Years team led by a teacher
Open Monday to Friday, from 7.30
am to 6.00 pm
Excellent ratios – Baby Unit 1:2
Wonderful large secure gardens
Join us for Parent & Toddler, every
Thursday, from 10am to 12 noon

Full-year or term-time calendar
Purpose-built Baby Unit & garden
Washable nappies & recycling
Introduction to French
15 hours free for 3-4 yr olds
All staff are trained in paediatric
First Aid & Safeguarding Children

01442 879762 or visit our website:
www.playpluskindergarten.co.uk
Kingsway, London Rd, Bourne End,
Hemel Hempstead, Herts, HP1 2RQ

Appledown Rescue’s Dog of the Month
Lovely Lily is a Jack Russell, sadly at the age of 12 she found herself a
homeless stray. This sweet-natured older lady needs a needs a lap to
curl up on and a home where she will get the love and attention she
deserves. She would be ideal for retired owners but we are sure she
would consider other offers! She cannot live in Luton.
Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

If you could offer Lily, or any of our other dogs a loving and secure
home, please call in at the kennels any day between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m. or call for more details.
Please note that there are restrictions on rehoming adult dogs to
families with children under seven years of age. Full details of the
rehoming process can be found on our website.
Appledown Rescue and Rehoming Kennels,
Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY

01525 220383
e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk
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Surgeon George Shorland, Royal Navy
Died 31st May 1916
Dr George Shorland and his
family moved to ‘The Anchorage’
in Northchurch High Street just
before the start of the First
World War. In 1915 he answered
the call for medical practitioners
to serve in the Royal Navy and that November he was
posted to the battlecruiser HMS Invincible.
In May 1916 Invincible was at the Royal Navy base at
Scapa Flow for gunnery exercises when a decoded
German cipher indicated that the German High Seas
Fleet would shortly put to sea to attack British
shipping in the North Sea. The British Grand Fleet,
including Invincible, was ordered to intercept the
Germans.
The two fleets began exchanging fire from a distance
of 10 miles in the area between Norway and Denmark
known as the Skagerrak to Germans and Jutland to
the British. Soon two British battlecruisers were sunk

by the Germans, but shortly afterwards the remainder
of the Grand Fleet arrived and the Germans decided
to extradite themselves from the battle as they had
lost the advantage and had started to suffer their own
losses. At 18.33 a shell from a German battleship
pierced the roof of one of Invincible’s gun turrets. The
resulting explosion travelled down through the ship
and led to its central ammunition store erupting in a
huge fireball. Surgeon George Shorland died alongside
sixty-one other officers, nine
hundred and sixty-five sailors
and five civilians. Only six
men survived.
The defining photograph of
the Battle of Jutland shows
Invincible with her bow and
stern
sections
pointing
skyward, shortly before she
disappeared.
Richard North

Raising the Roof
The sponsorship
of the model of
St Mary’s is
progressing well
and I am very
pleased to report
that over £4,000
has already been
given. After
overcoming
various
challenges with
building the
foundations and
walls, the difficult
part of making
scale models of the stained glass windows is about to
begin.
Windows are available for sponsorship at £50 for the
small ones and £100 for the medium sized ones. For
each window there will be a small brass plate on the

inside of the model church with the name of the
sponsor. Some windows have already been claimed by
sponsors and if you feel a certain attachment to a
particular window, it is advisable to register your
interest soon.
Andrew Dobbie can be contacted at
07775 560363
Andrew@gameplaneurope.com

Raise the Roof Fund – 2017 Calendar
As part of our fundraising towards a new roof for the
church we are starting a photograph competition of
Northchurch views and events. All submissions in .jpg
format should be made to
roof@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk giving your name,
address and description of the photograph.
Submissions will cost £1 per photograph and will be
collected after receipt of the photograph. Closing
date for submissions end September.
Richard North
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Ford Specialist
All latest diagnostic
equipment

01442 870500
info@motechcars.co.uk

Servicing & mechanical repairs on all
vehicle makes and models
Tyres, exhausts
& brakes at trade prices
Recovery service
Experienced & friendly service

Vehicle Re-Mapping / Window Tinting
Free collection & Delivery Service

MOT SPECIAL OFFER £35.00

Patriotic bells in celebration
Two auspicious dates occurred in the month of April. HM
the Queen celebrated her 90th birthday, the ‘real’ one, on
21st April, and the bellringers sounded their good wishes
from Northchurch that evening. No matter that the Queen
didn’t actually hear the bells, it’s the thought that counts!
Two days later was St George’s Day. Can you imagine
yourself as a red kite high in the sky at this end of the
county? You would first have heard the bells at Tring, then
at Aldbury, then from Northchurch starting at 9.30 am,
followed by Berkhamsted ....., a sequence of sound
concluding at Flamstead about 12.30 pm.
There is a particular musical sequence of bells that is called
‘Queens’. On eight bells, it can be represented as 1-3-5-72-4-6-8. On an instrument, you can play C-A-F-D-B-G-E-C

A Plea from the Heart!

to hear what it sounds like, the first note being an octave
higher than the last. On both days, different conductors
(each of them ringing a bell at the same time) took turns at
calling the changes from our start in rounds, into Queens,
and then back into rounds. In the March NEWSLETTER I
wrote about bells sounding like cannon fire. Did you hear
us ‘fire’ on both occasions?
During the weekend of the Queen’s Official Birthday, you
will be welcome to join ‘the local bell club’ in a service of
thanksgiving at 4.30 pm on Saturday, 11th June. The
following day, you will have another chance to hear St
Mary’s bells ring Queens, and ‘firing’, on Sunday 12th June,
after the morning service – but don’t expect a 21-gun
salute from us, even for the Queen’s Official Birthday!
Valerie Clark, Tower Captain

Our committee has been raising more than £10,000 per year
for some time now, and this year is the most successful
The Berkhamsted Fund Raising Committee for The Church of
committee in the St. Albans Diocese. We organise the
England's Children's Society is in desperate need. Our
Berkhamsted Walk, now in its 48th year, and a Dinner by
Secretary, Kathie Lally, has served on this committee for more
Candlelight. We are very grateful for the support of all the
than 25years. She is now retiring to take on a new role in the
Anglican churches in Berkhamsted through Christingle and
Mothers’ Union.
Crib services.
The other four members of the committee fill other executive
Please phone me on 01442 864968 if you can possibly help.
roles to keep the committee viable, so we are in dire need of
We need you!
someone to fill Kathie's shoes! Is there anybody out there
who would be able to attend committee meetings about 6
Ann Browning, Chairman
times a year and get involved?
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The Monday Club
May 3rd NB A Tuesday An outing to Ashridge for a short walk or a ride in the
mobility cars followed by tea. Minibus departs from Mandelyns at 1.45pm.

HANDYMAN
WITH VAN

May 16th A film " Mrs Henderson Presents". NB Starting at 1.45pm.

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED
BUILDER

2pm Parish Rooms.

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

For more information please contact: Joan Downhill on 865821 or Barbara
Lloyd on 865059.

DECORATING AND
GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT

GARDENS TIDIED

Northchurch Parish Council

LIGHT REMOVALS
This year’s Parish AGM will be held in the Social Centre on 16 May at 7.00pm
where our guest speaker will be Cllr David Lloyd who, as you are probably
aware, is also the Hertfordshire Police Commissioner. I have no doubt David
will have plenty to say on both subjects. He will also try to allow special time
for any questions that members of the public might have on the subject of
Herts County Council. I am sure there will be plenty of those.

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

PLEASE CALL MICK

0775 393 8180

We look forward to welcoming members of the Parish to the Annual General
Meeting. Don’t forget it is 7.00pm on 16 May.
A message from Berkhamsted and Tring Safer Neighbourhood Team
There have been a lot of thefts of tools and gardening equipment throughout Tring,
Wigginton and neighbouring villages in Thames Valley Police area so please be
vigilant. Burglars target sheds, garages and outbuildings, looking for power tools,
bikes and other expensive items. Thieves also look for tools left in gardens such as
spades, garden forks and ladders, which can be used to help them break into homes.
Make sure all vans and cars are locked securely and that all gardening equipment is
stored out of sight in a locked shed or other such building. Please report any
suspicious activity around vans, cars and out buildings via 101, in an emergency
please call 999.
If you have any concerns about crime or anti-social behaviour please contact PCSO
Lee Clements on 101 or by email lee.clements@herts.pnn.police.uk or you can
contact me direct if the matter is of a more serious nature on my Airwave radio
when I am on duty on 01707 354192. (In an emergency always use 999.)
Sgt Adele Hopkin

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.
Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

thetyrechangers.co.uk

March 2016 crime & ASB figures
Offence

No. in parish

No. in Dacorum

Dwelling Burglary

1

23

Burglary Other

1

38

Criminal Damage

0

135

Vehicle Crime

2

95

Anti-Social Behaviour

0

299

Dacorum foodbank
Priority needs for May

Tinned meat * tinned puddings * instant mash
long life fruit juice (UHT)
Please—no more tins of baked beans. The foodbank is really grateful for
the support, but they have too many tins of beans!

Collection points: Waitrose, Way Inn & St Mary’s Church

Parish Registers: March & April 2016
Funerals:
March 29th
March 30th
April 8th
April 12th
April 26th

Norma Weatherhogg
Sandra Charlton
Anthea Blackburn
Norma Haggerstone
Philip Williams

Baptisms:
March 27th
April 17th

Lola Maria Evie Rowe-Waller and Alena Wille
Gillian Rosemary Helen Carmichael

GREEN GARDENING
PLEASE CALL NICK
M: 077 08 04 02 85
LAWN MAINTENANCE

H: 01442 872 577
ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY)
HEDGE CUTTING

FENCING AND PATIOS

POWER WASHING

NO JOB TOO SMALL

Sunday Services
at St Mary’s
1st May

St Mary’s Church Summer Fete
2 July 2016 12.30 – 4pm

Sixth Sunday after Easter

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer at St Bartholomew’s

8th May

Sunday after Ascension Day

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am All Age Worship
6.00pm Evening Prayer

15th May

Pentecost

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist (CW)
6.00pm Taize Worship
Taize Worship is a quiet mediation service with
chants and silence to celebrate Pentecost. Tea,
coffee and cake to be served afterwards.
All welcome.

22nd May

Trinity Sunday

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Evening Prayer

29th May

Money raised will go towards an orphanage called
Nazareth House in Puerto Plata, Dominican Republic.
It is Mission Direct’s main project in the DR - to raise
funds to build a new purpose built home for Sister
Mercedes and her 15 disabled children. Money will
also go towards the St Mary’s Church Roof Fund and
Northchurch United Charities.
Donations of bottles; books; puzzles; tombola and
white elephant items; and children’s toys, books and
games should be brought to church or the Rectory.
Thankyou in advance for your support.

Parish Fete Plant Stall
Trinity 1

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP)
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.00pm Healing Service

Contacts for the Newsletter
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613
Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor Mrs Jill Hipson
cjhipson@btopenworld.com
Next issue: June 2016.
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be
published.
Copy date is 15th of each month

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

Please put the date in your diaries and come along and
enjoy the afternoon. There will be the usual BBQ,
refreshments, stalls, raffle, and games. Attractions
include country dancing by St Mary’s Primary School,
the Hemel Hempstead Brass Band and a drama
performance by Afonso School of Performing Arts.
There will be a bouncy castle, children’s crafts, a pet’s
corner and the afternoon will finish with the annual
duck race.

(Saturday 2nd July)

For those of you getting busy in your gardens, now that
we are having some warmer days, we would be
extremely grateful for any surplus garden plants/
seedlings/pots/garden containers/sundry garden items
for our plant stall at the Church Fete. Collection can be
arranged, or items can be brought along on the morning
of the Fete. Please call
Vanessa Hudson on 879646
or Diane Whitaker on
875543. Many thanks indeed
for any assistance.

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

