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Steps forward and steps backwards
This month’s newsletter provides a chance to wish
everyone a very peaceful and happy Christmas and New
Year. Over the coming month a number of special services
will be taking place at St Mary’s at which you will be very
welcome. There is a list of services provided within the
newsletter alongside a notice about a forthcoming Alpha
Course in 2020 and information about this will be given out
at the Gingerbread Evening in early December.
Over the last few months St Mary’s has been open in the
day for anyone who wants to come in to say a prayer or
have a time of quiet. Christmas can be a time when we
come back to church after an absence or maybe for a first
time visit if we are curious about what is going on.
Whatever the reason there is a great sense of community
and belonging that can come through singing the wellknown carols and hearing the familiar story of the birth of
Jesus. As a vicar it is a very special time with a combination
of school services and nativities, alongside the traditional
Carol by Candlelight and celebrating the Eucharist at the
Midnight Mass. I have been a Vicar now for over thirty
years and Christmas is always a special time. I was listening
to a Bruce Springsteen song on Youtube recently and he
said “the older you get, the more it means,” and that made
a great deal of sense.

to the Christmas message that at the very centre of
everything, at the beginning and the end, is a loving God.
If you are curious about the church, faith and even the
mysteries of the universe you might find an Alpha Course
very helpful. Please do come along to any of the Christmas
services and there are special services for children. The
Nativity Service is 10.00am on December 15th and there is
also a children’s corner and a creche. Whatever your age,
and whether you are local or a visitor, it will be really good
to see you.
Rev Jonathan Gordon

I have been part of the church now most of my life and it is
something that I have grown up with. My father was a
minister and the church has always been a constant from
childhood to the present. I did not have a sudden
conversion in which I can say that this was the day I
became a Christian, rather, it has been a process of steps
forward and steps backwards, making mistakes, and
meeting really good people that helped me grow and move
forward. I can’t imagine not having a faith and although
there are many things around us that are troubling and
defy easy answers and comprehension, I tend to come back

GEMINI ADVERT

Christmas Services
15th December

Advent 3

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Nativity Service
5.00pm Community Carols at
Northchurch Social Centre

22nd December

Advent 4

8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist
6.000pm Carols by Candlelight

Christmas Eve
5.00pm Crib Service
11.30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am Holy Communion
10.00am Parish Eucharist

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust

From £14 per hr inc.

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.
Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.
Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

thetyrechangers.co.uk
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This Month in 1888 ...
The death was announced of Mrs Eleanor Elspit Brooke of
Northchurch House, Northchurch. Born in Nottingham in
1805, Eleanor Brooke was a member of the Hadden family
who ran a successful hosiery business in the city. In
December 1831, Eleanor married Richard Brooke, a
wealthy Liverpool solicitor and well-known historian
specialising in the Wars of the Roses, with several wellreceived books to his name. Richard Brooke died at the
family home in Liverpool in 1861, aged 70, leaving his
estate of £30,000 (some £3,500,000 in today’s terms) to
his widow. Two years later, the Hadden family purchased
the Rossway estate in Northchurch and it was this that
probably prompted Eleanor to move south with her son
and daughter and buy Northchurch House, where she
subsequently employed four servants.

small plot of land on the north side of the High Street also
belonged to the estate and included a row of six cottages
and meadows that stretched as far as the river Bulborne.
Overall the estate covered some 40 acres.
The auction was held the following May, but with the
reserve price of £7,500 not being reached it was not sold.
The estate was later purchased in a private sale by the
Barnett family who would later make considerable
changes to the property.

Richard North

Following the Grant of Probate in January 1889, Eleanor’s
Executors decided to sell Northchurch House and its
grounds by auction. Described in an advertisement in the
Bucks Herald that month as “a most desirable freehold
property comprising a comfortable red bricked country
residence containing nearly 20 rooms situate in wellmatured grounds... surrounded by lawns, pleasure
grounds and park-like meadow land studded with trees”,
the Northchurch House estate stood where the current
parade of shops and nearby housing now stands on the
corner of Darrs Lane and the High Street. At that time, a

Do you believe them?
I often connect a memorable phrase with a person. So it is
that I associate “Grinding the faces of the poor” with
Professor Black, intoning the phrase in his soft Dublin
brogue, while teaching about the distribution of income –
who gets what and why. The point was, do people get
what they earn, or are some people simply better at
grabbing a large share of the cake?
“Grinding the faces of the poor” is picture language. Two
heavy millstones turn, one against the other. In go the
ears of corn, to be reduced to powder. So the
unscrupulous rich feed in the poor, to be reduced to
powder. By “faces”, it is implying the whole person. More,
it is by their face that we most readily recognise someone,
that they communicate. Between the millstones of
economic activity, that which is most personal, someone’s
identity, their capacity to interact with us, is reduced to
powder.
The phrase comes from Isaiah. It is part of a concise and
damning condemnation of negligent and abusive
government. “Tell the innocent how fortunate they are,
for they shall eat the fruit of their labours?... You have
devoured the vineyard; the spoil of the poor is in your

houses. What do you mean by crushing my people, by
grinding the faces of the poor?”
We are in the middle of an election. Few would deny that
many in our society feel that their needs are being
neglected. Leading politicians are casting spending
promises like confetti as they seek to convince the voter
that their rule will usher in a time of justice and
righteousness.
Should we believe them? I am told that one candidate, at a
party adoption meeting in our area, was so frank as to say
that the party’s spending promises would be quickly
forgotten, after they had served their purpose of “doing
what it takes” to win.

This sort of “doing what it takes” only works if people are
naïve enough to believe such cynical promises. For myself,
I prefer to look for those whose plans for reform seem to
flow from a track record of implementing reform and to be
seriously thought out. Throwing confetti just leaves a
problem that others have to sweep up.
David White
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Your local builders—Established over 50 years

P CHILDERLEY & SON
Groundwork & driveway specialists
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL
Tel: 01442 866441

Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ

Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?

I can offer a reliable service

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870
Many years experience
Also decorating and phone points etc
at a reasonable rate.

DAVID PRICE & CO.
Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates
I have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.
Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge

(and everything explained in plain English!)
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote
www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955

Ashridge Wealth
I provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:
Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Intergenerational Planning
Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice
To receive a complimentary guide covering
wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
07377 936852
www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
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Nick Laing’s Fundraising Challenge
In April I took on a challenge to run 500 miles before the end of the
year. Visioncare For Homeless People (VCHP) is a charity run entirely by
volunteers to provide eyecare for homeless people. Giving a better
quality of vision to a homeless person, allowing them to read properly,
see those around them clearly, sounds simple but without the charity
this basic necessity would not be possible for many hundreds of
homeless people.
The challenge was to run the distance that it would take to run from the
furthest south clinic, Exeter to the most northerly, Leeds. In all there are
8 clinics: Brighton, 3 in London, Birmingham and as I write, I've reached
Manchester, with just the last leg of the route to account for. As some
of you know I've not been running the real route but, in fact running
locally and totting up the mileage on my running App. Basically I needed
to double my normal mileage to achieve the target. It's been at times,
very wet, running in Florida was very hot and I have genuinely not
settled for easy routes! It would have been easy to but I have every
weekend run somewhere between 7 and 13 miles including up Kings
Road. Now as I begin to reach the target, I'm feeling more weary every
week and would love your support for this terrific little charity. You can
find out more about them on www.vchp.org.uk
If you can sponsor my efforts... go to: uk.virginmoneygiving.com and
search Nick Laing

Newsletter Delivery Volunteer Needed
We are looking for a Newsletter delivery volunteer for
Southbank Road. Can you help?
We can deliver the Newsletter bundle to you, or you can
collect it from church.
Please ring Valerie Clark on 07821 896734 or email Jill
Hipson at jill.hipson@live.co.uk.

Move it or Lose it
advert
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St MARY'S CHRISTMAS CARDS
FOR ROOF REPAIR FUND
Christmas cards with the wintry image of the model of St Mary's
are on sale for £5 for a pack of five cards. Every Sunday after
the 10am service from Evelyn Hodgson, Charlotte Pritchard, and
Andrew Dobbie.
Or call Andrew on 0777 556 0363 or
email andrew@gameplaneurope.com
All income from the sale of the cards goes to the roof repair
fund.

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750
service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

HANDYMAN WITH VAN
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT
LIGHT REMOVALS

GARDENS TIDIED

REFERENCES AVAILABLE

PLEASE CALL MICK

0775 393 8180

LOGS FOR SALE

Standard Hardwood
Logs
and

Premium Ash logs
FREE Delivery

Please contact Glenn on
07951 126534
Or order online at
astropelogs.co.uk

Barrowing and stacking
services available
please ask for details.
Quality, seasoned and dry
firewood with great service
from ASTROPE LOGS

S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance
25+ years experience
All property maintenance undertaken
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small
Call Steve on 07890 554 578
Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk
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Appledown Rescue
and Rehoming
Kennels

Meet Susie a Staffy/Lab cross.
This sweet-natured dog is a
more mature lady at ten years
old and hasn’t had the easiest
life having had many litters of
pups. She has crossed our path
many times over the years so
we know how things have
been for her, and we are
thrilled to now have the
opportunity to care for her and
find her the loving home she
so deserves. She is incredibly
affectionate and her tail never
stops wagging especially if you
are taking her for a walk! She
could probably live with
another calm dog, but we
would rather like to see her
getting all the attention! Susie
cannot live in Luton.
If you can offer Susie or any of
our other dogs a loving and
secure home, please phone or
call in at the kennels any day
between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m.
We have restrictions on
rehoming dogs to families with
children under seven. Full
details of the rehoming
process can be found on our
website, or contact the
kennels. Join our Facebook
group to see more photos and
information.
Appledown Rescue &
Rehoming Kennels, Harling
Road, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY

01525 220383

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com

www.appledownrescue.co.uk

Christmas
Services

at St Mary’s

1st December
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Advent Sunday

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Advent Carols

8th December
8.00am
10.00am

8.00am
10.00am
5.00pm

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist

For more information about the Social Centre, events and
hire, visit www.northchurch-social-centre.co.uk

Advent 3

Holy Communion (BCP)
Nativity Service
Community Carols at
Northchurch Social Centre

22nd December
8.00am
10.00am
6.00pm

Join us for an hour of festive readings and carols from clubs,
societies and churches in our village, followed by tea, coffee
and mince pies
Advent 2

15th December

You are warmly invited to Community Carols at 5pm on
Sunday, 15th December at Northchurch Social Centre.

Advent 4

Holy Communion (BCP)
Parish Eucharist
Carols by Candlelight

Christmas Eve
5.00pm
11.30pm

Crib Service
Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
8.00am
10.00am

Holy Communion
Parish Eucharist

29th December
10.00am

Christmas 1

Morning Prayer

Contacts for the Newsletter Next Newsletter is February. No Newsletter in Jan.
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 07821 896734 . Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Jill Hipson
Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be published. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to:
Revd Jonathan Gordon
St Mary’s Church

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar 07929 934367

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

