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November 

There are times when you see certain familiar things 
around you in a new way. I have walked along the 
path through the churchyard at St Mary’s for over 10 
years and it was only recently that I noticed that there 
is a gravestone in the design of a Celtic cross. The 
shape once you do notice it is quite distinctive and it 
has a pattern around the edges of intertwining and 
interlacing ribbons that is known as the Celtic knot. 
The origins of the design may possibly go back 
hundreds of years.  

 I have been looking into the symbolism of the knot 
and there is not a definitive explanation of what it 
means. One suggestion is that the ribbon has no 
discernible beginning or ending and this may imply 
the endless cycle of existence that for the early 
Christians would have stood for eternity. Other 
explanations that I have read about say that it was a 
device to ward away evil powers. Another which I 
really liked was that it is a symbol of constant 
movement. The endlessly intertwining ribbons one 
writer suggests speak of a world and a faith which is 
never still but is in a state of perpetual motion. This 
movement is not depicted as frenetic but ordered and 
controlled within an intricate design. Nothing can stay 
the same and the knot is a reflection of the constant 
motion of the world around us. As the early Celtic 
missionaries in the Fourth and Fifth Centuries were 
constantly on the move and travelling great distances 
to spread the Christian message the images of 
movement within the scope of eternity maybe speak 
of their experiences and faith.  

The month of November is a time of reflection on the 
past and the Service of Remembrance will take place 
in St Mary’s at 10.00am on November 13th. This year 
has a particular poignancy given it is 100 years since 
the beginning of the Battle of the Somme. There are in 
the church and churchyard reminders of this time: a 
small sign in the porch from a division thanking the 
church for allowing them to use the church building 
for services and for the hospitality of the people. 
There is a memorial to Charles Ross who was killed on 
July 1st 1916 and alongside other stone memorials the 
names of the men of the parish who were killed and 
will be read out at the service.   

The number of changes in the last one hundred years 
has been dramatic, but despite the unimaginable scale 
of the conflict from 1914-18, the repercussions of 
warfare, especially in the huge movements of 
refugees across Europe, still shape political and 
economic debate. Unlike the Celtic knot this 
movement seems far more frenetic and uncontrolled. 
Yet, when walking through the churchyard I now look 
at the gravestone seeing it as a reminder that there is 
a different tempo and rhythm within the world that 
speaks of the value of peacemaking, empathy and 
compassion. The missionaries who took the Christian 
message across Scotland and the north of England 
over fifteen hundred years ago saw these values as 
timeless.  

Rev Jonathan Gordon  

The Celtic Knot 
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Gavin has moved to 
new advert for window 
cleaning—on stick. 
 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 
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Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

In the beginning was the WORD, and the WORD was 
with God, and the WORD was God. Everything 
created came into being by a WORD that God 
uttered. 

Yet in Genesis 1, we read that God created 
everything in seven days, each with mornings and 
evenings. But we know by geological research that 
this must be a figurative, poetic description. The 
process of creation, according to the rocks 
themselves, involved a process lasting millions of 
years. 

The clue which makes a literal meaning unlikely is the 
word 'WORD'. God uttered the WORD by his spirit or 
power: God said 'Let there be light, and there was 
light'. At God's command, things happened in seven 
normal days; there sprang into being dry land, plants, 
birds, sea creatures, land animals, and finally man. 
This creation was to be maintained by man, assisted 
later by his wife (Eve). She listened to the WORD of 
the serpent and, with Adam, ate of the fruit of the 
tree of the knowledge of good and evil. Adam and 
Eve's disobedience to God's WORD by their eating of 
this tree placed them under the penalty of death, 
inherited by all their descendants. 

As a story with a meaning, we are introduced to the 
human search to being led by self expression and 'do 
it yourself', instead of showing dependence on God. 
A glance at the newspaper or television records the 
disasters that human disregard of God has brought 
about. The Bible is the story of how the evil was 
undone by the one and only perfect human being, 
Jesus. Thus we gain spiritual significance from 
physical strata such as those chipped out many years 
ago by my own father using a geological hammer in 
Lulworth Cove! 

Edgar Wille 

God’s creative WORD 

CAN YOU SPARE A FEW HOURS TO HELP SOMEONE 
LIVING ON THEIR OWN THIS CHRISTMAS? 

 
We are looking for caring and compassionate people  
to join our team of carers, looking after our clients during the 
Christmas holidays.    (Car drivers essential) 

 

Call Sarah or Lauren on 01494 678811  
or email jobs@universal-care.co.uk 

SALE OF CHARITY  
CHRISTMAS CARDS 

 
THE COURT HOUSE      BERKHAMSTED 

 
Saturday November 12th,  19th & 26th        

from 9.00am - 1.00pm 
 

Cards, wrapping paper and stocking fillers. 
Raising money for many good causes. 

Do come along! 

 
Charities represented will be:  
Save the Children,     RNLI,  

Chiltern MS Centre,     DENS,  
Cats Protection,    AgeUK Dacorum,  
Hope4Heroes,  Chiltern Dog Rescue 

mailto:jobs@universal-care.co.uk


 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs   
 
Getting your PC up and running again  
 

Software installation & configuration  

Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 

in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  
                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 
   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmai l .com  

 
HELP WITH PROBATE & ESTATES, 
WILLS and POWERS OF ATTORNEY 

 
Did you know that it can easily cost £2,000 or more in 
solicitors’ fees – typically at £200 or more an hour - just to 
obtain a Grant of Probate, even for a fairly simple case?  Yet 
the legal fact is you don’t need a firm of solicitors either to 
apply for the Grant or to administer an Estate. 
 
I have 27 years’ experience as a Probate & Trust Manager, 
mainly with central London solicitors, and can assist you with 
each and every aspect of applying for the Grant of Probate 
and administering the Estate, including completion of the 
compulsory Inheritance Tax forms - all for around a quarter of 
normal solicitors’ fees. 
 
Whatever stage the Estate has reached - even where there is 
no Will - if you need assistance at reasonable rates and are in 
Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Tring or surrounding villages, 
please call or e-mail me for further information. 
 
I can also prepare Wills and Lasting Powers of Attorney at 
very competitive rates and home visits can be arranged. 
 

David Price   01296 612955 
 

david@probateandestates.co.uk 
www.probateandestates.co.uk 

 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £75.00 (approx. 0.6m3)  
 

  Truck load £100.00 (approx. 1.1m3) 
 

  Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 
sacks) 

 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 
for details. 

 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, fencing, 
pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 

mailto:Andycr@dolphin4.demon.co.uk
mailto:david@probateandestates.co.uk
mailto:glennansell@gmail.com
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Parish Registers:    
September & October 2016 

 
Baptisms 
 
September 25th Noah Jacob Street 
 
October 2nd  Paige Rose Megan Walker  
  Max Douglas Ian Corr  
 
October 16th John Marian Relton Herron  
 
October 23rd  Alexis Constance Mantell 
  Zoe Jane Whitton 
  Ivy Elizabeth May Whitton  
 
Funerals 
 
October 5th Brian Beddall 
 
October 7th Margaret Ruth Bowley  
 
October 10th William John Roberts 
 
October 15th David Marsden  
 
 

 

Captain Vere Duncombe LOXLEY 
Royal Marine Light Infantry 
Died 13th November 1916 

Vere Loxley, the second son of Revd. Arthur Smart Loxley, 
former Curate at St Mary’s and a member of the Loxley 
family from Norcott Court, was born in Fairford, 
Gloucestershire. Following his elder brother, Arthur Noel 
Loxley, into the armed forced, Vere Loxley chose to join the 
Royal Marines receiving his Commission in 1900. In 
September 1915, Loxley, now a Captain, transferred to the 
Royal Marine Light Infantry and was sent to Gallipoli. He 
later became one of the key people who organised the 
secret evacuation of the peninsular at the end of the year. 
Later transferred to the Somme sector in July 1916, Loxley 
was injured by shrapnel and invalided home. After making 
a full recovery, he returned to France two months later. In 
appalling weather conditions during the closing days of the 
Battle of the Somme, the RMLI took part in an attack on 
the German lines near Beaumont-Hamel. Leading his men 
‘over the top’ on 13th November, Loxley was killed almost 
immediately by German machine-gun fire. His battalion 
was to suffer a 73% casualty rate that day. Loxley’s body 
now lies in the Knightsbridge Cemetery, along with many 
of his men who died that day, just outside the small village 
of Mensil.  

Lance Corporal Albert Ernest PICKTHORN 
‘B’ Company, 28th Battalion, Australian Infantry 

Died 3rd November 1916 
 
On 2nd March 1915 Albert Pickthorn enlisted in the Aus-
tralian Army in Western Australia. Albert was born 
nearly 27 years earlier at Cow Roast Lock, where his 
father was the lockkeeper. In 1911, Albert decided start 
a new life in Australia. After completed his army train-
ing there, Albert was sent first to Egypt and then to 
Gallipoli, as part of the ANZAC troops to fight the Turks. 
Here he experienced the full horrors of the warfare on 
the peninsula. After the Gallipoli evacuation at the end 
of 1915, Albert’s battalion was transferred to the West-
ern Front, fighting for the first time in July 1916 during 
the initial stages of the Battle of the Somme. After a 
short period resting near Ypres, Albert’s battalion re-
turned to the Somme in the early autumn and took 
part in a major attack on the 
German lines south of Ba-
paume at the beginning of 
November. Initially posted as 
‘missing in action’ following 
the attack, it was not until 
June 1917 that Albert was 
finally declared ‘killed in ac-
tion’. Albert’s name now ap-
pears on the Australian Me-
morial at Villers-Bretonneux. 
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The Monday Club 
 
 

Please contact the organisers for 
details of events planned for 
November. 
 
  
For more information please contact:   
Joan Downhill on 865821 or  
Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

Appledown Rescue’s  
Dog of the Month 
Psyche is a pretty petite 

lurcher who was born in 

2009. She has lovely manners 

on the lead and has an 

affectionate nature. Psyche is 

good with other dogs but 

could not live with cats or 

other small pets. She is a very 

sweet girl and we would love 

to see her happily settled. 

If you can offer Psyche or any 
of our other dogs a loving and 
secure home, please call in at 
the kennels any day between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or phone 
us for more details. Please 
note that there are 
restrictions on rehoming dogs 
to families with children 
under seven years of age. Full 
details of the rehoming 
process can be found on our 
website, or please contact the 
kennels. 
Appledown Rescue  
and Rehoming Kennels, 
Harling Road, Eaton Bray,  
Beds LU6 1QY 
01525220383  
appledown.kennels@btinternet.com 



 

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK. 
 

Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices. 

 
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 

thetyrechangers.co.uk 

HANDYMAN 
WITH VAN 

 
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED 

BUILDER 
 

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

DECORATING AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS 

 
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT 

 
GARDENS TIDIED 

 
LIGHT REMOVALS 

 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

 
COMPLETE 
TAXATION 

 
Need help with your Tax Return,  
Small business accounts, rental 

accounts?  
 

Complete Taxation can help  
 

Fast, efficient service with over 
35 years experience  

 
01442 463746  

 
www.completetaxation.co.uk 

 

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT 

on top 

DOUBLE GLAZING 
DOCTOR 

 
Window and door repairs 

 
GLASS REPLACEMENT 

 
Handles hinges letterboxes locks etc 

 
25 years experience 

 
Contact Rob 

 

07909 443010 
01442 381044 

 
 

 www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 
 

Pre-school for ages 2.5—5 years 

Graded OUTSTANDING by Ofsted 
 

Monday to Friday 12.00 – 4pm 
Lunch-club 12.00–12.30pm     After school club 3.30–4pm 

 

Government Funding available for 3 & 4 year olds 
 

Located in the nursery classroom at St Mary’s School, Northchurch 
 

For more information, please contact the Pre-school Leader,  
Mrs Lisa Burkett on 07535 184017 or e-mail stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com 

 
St Mary’s C of E (VA) Primary School, New Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 3QZ 

 
Ofsted Reg No.  129391                                          Charity No. 1069686 

 
 
 

For Ashlyns 
Craft Fair 
advert 
 

mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
http://www.completetaxation.co.uk
http://www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com
mailto:stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com


 
Sunday Services  
at St Mary’s 

6th November      3rd Sunday before Advent 

8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist  
 
 6.00pm  Taize Centenary Memorial Service 
       
A quiet meditation service with chants  
and silence to commemorate the lives 
lost in the battle of the First World War 
on 6 November 1916.  Tea/coffee and  
cake to be served afterwards.  
All welcome. 
 

13th November          Remembrance Sunday 
  
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Service of Remembrance 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 
 

20th November                      Christ the King 
  
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist (CW)  
 6.00pm    Compline 

27th November                   Advent Sunday 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm   Advent Candlelit Service 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 07929 934367 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
 
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613 
  
Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Mrs Jill Hipson    
cjhipson@btopenworld.com     Next issue:  December 2016.     
All advertisements must be paid for before they can be           
published.      
Copy date is 15th of each month. 

 

German Style 

Christkindlmarket  

at St Mary’s Northchurch 

Saturday 3rd December        Noon to 4pm 

Handmade Christmas Presents 

Handmade Christmas Tree Decorations 

Gingerbread House Competition for all ages 

Lunches – Nuremberg sausages, sauerkraut, 

red cabbage, potatoes, beer, wine 

Traditional German homemade stollen   

mulled wine, mince pies, tea & coffee 

Raffle                    Christmas music 

Carols in the church at 4pm 

Proceeds to the St Mary’s Roof Fund   and 

CRISIS for Christmas 

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

