
GEMINI ADVERT 

This month will mark the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. On October 31st 1517, Martin Luther drew up 
95 propositions publicly challenging, among other things, 
Johann Tetzel, who was selling indulgences on behalf of 
Pope Leo X.   Indulgences were viewed as a good way of 
freeing souls from purgatory and Tetzel was a skilled 
salesperson and excellent at marketing.   Luther was angry 
at a sermon in which Tetzel reportedly said that “as soon as 
a coin in the coffer rings, the soul from purgatory springs.” 
Luther, with the help of the printing press, went on the 
offensive and in a direct challenge to the Pope and also the 
local Archbishop refuted Tetzel and said that the main job 
of a bishop is not to make money by exploiting the people 
but rather to “see that people learn the gospel and the love 
of Christ.”  His protest gained momentum and initiated a 
period of dramatic change and upheaval.  

In England, Henry VIII was totally unimpressed by Luther 
and was praised by the Pope for writing against his 
teaching.  He was given the title of Defender of the Faith in 
1521. On a coin today you can see the letters F D or Fidei 
Defensor marking this title.   Henry’s good relationship with 
the papacy was to break down over his desire to free 
himself from his first wife Catherine of Aragon, which was 
to lead to the English Church breaking with Rome. Yet 
Luther’s influence was still felt in England and an increasing 
number of people were drawn to his ideas. The 
Reformation period, from Henry to Elizabeth I, was to be 
shaped by political turmoil, social divisions, huge religious 
changes and often brutal persecution of those seen as 
heretics.  A religious thinker called Giles Frasier remarked 
once that the impact of this for the country was traumatic 
and the legacy has been that in the church unity or holding 
different perspectives together is seen as more important 
than division over contentious issues.  

One of the most positive things over the last thirty years of 
being in a Vicar is that churches of different denominations 
are working together and supporting each other.   Christian 
Unity Week used to be a big event, but now it is much more 
taken for granted. There are always going to be issues that 
generate discussion and argument, but there is an 
understanding we can always learn from each other and be 
open to different perspectives.   It is possible to disagree 
without being disagreeable.   As we remember the dramatic 
era of the Reformation I hope that this is something in that 
can continue.             

Rev Jonathan Gordon 
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Martin Luther and the Reformation 

On Sunday October 29th at 

6.00pm a Memorial Service 

will be held at St Mary's to 

remember those who have 

died.   Their names will be read 

and candles will be lit in 

remembrance. Please contact 

Jonathan if you would like 

more details. 



Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

 

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK. 
 

Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices. 

 
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 

thetyrechangers.co.uk 

HANDYMAN 
WITH VAN 

 
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED 

BUILDER 
 

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

DECORATING AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS 

 
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT 

 
GARDENS TIDIED 

 
LIGHT REMOVALS 

 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 

From £14 per hr inc. 

 

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust 

mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk


Page 3 

The Monday Club 
 
2nd October   Harvest lunch at 12.30 in the Parish Room 
followed by a short service in church. 
 
30th October     To be arranged 

 
For more information please contact:  Joan Downhill 
on 865821 or Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

Three Apostles express their faith in God 
through Jesus 

Liberty Tea Rooms, Hemel Hempstead 

Sunnyside Church has recently financially supported 
an exciting Christian venture in Hemel Hempstead 
called Liberty Tea Rooms and Community Hub in 
order to complete its building project, to transform a 
very old bank building into a beautiful vintage 
Christian Tea Rooms and to assist with the ongoing 
costs, especially with the purchase of a disabled hoist 
to be installed in our adult disabled toilet, hopefully in 
the near future. 

Liberty Tea Rooms opened its doors on the 30th May 
this year and has been a fantastic community project, 
with many individuals being involved, including 19 
local churches. We also have over 50 volunteers, 
some without faith have but who have a real heart to 
serve with us and totally behind our ethos and 
policies. This has been particularly exciting, to see our 
community work alongside Christian brothers and 
sisters. 

Our cash only honesty box policy, with suggested 
donations has been a real success so far, with the 
public getting behind it. The majority of people always 
give generously and over the suggested donation 
price. On average at the moment we are taking 
between 40 to 55 daily orders, which means that we 
are seeing in excess of nearly 100 people daily. 

Part of the Tea Rooms has our Community Hub, which 
includes the services of Christians Against Poverty 
Debt Centre, CAP Money, CAP Release Group (Helping 
people with addictions), CAP Life Skills, Food bank 
Distribution point and in the near future home of 
Hemel Hempstead Street Pastors. Within the Tea 
Rooms we have our Liberty Bell. This is rung when 
one of our families becomes debt free. Once the bell 
is rung, we make an announcement and much 
celebration, clapping and cheering is shown by our 
customers. A great way to advertise the work that is 
being carried out. 

There are so many plans for the future: we are so 
grateful to God, for the abundance of generosity 
shown by many people. If you want to get involved 
with the ministry, find out more of what is going on 
and sign up for our regular newsletter please go to 
our website at www.libertytearooms.co.uk, or come 
and visit and receive a very warm welcome. We are 
located at Bank Court in Hemel Hempstead. 

Owen Cooper 

Secretary and Trustee for LTR and Community Hub.  

Hemel Hempstead Christians Against Poverty 
01442 243 936 

1) Paul 

'There is one God and there is one mediator between God  
and man, Christ Jesus, himself man, who sacrificed himself 
to win freedom for all mankind, revealing God's purpose at 
God's own time.'                                     (1 Timothy 2, verse 5)  

2) Peter 

'You have not seen him, yet you love him; and trusting in 
him now without seeing him, you are filled with a glorious 
joy too great for words, while you are reaping the harvest 
of your faith, that is salvation for your souls.'  

(1 Peter 1, verse 5) 

3) John 

'Consider how great is the love that the father has 
bestowed on us in calling us his children.....we are now 
God's children; what we shall be has not yet been 
disclosed, but we know that when Christ appears we shall 
be like him because we shall see him as he is.' 

(1 John 3, verses 1-3) 
 
There are many similar passages in the New Testament 
which speak of the way in which Jesus Christ, the son of 
God, can transform human beings and was doing so with 
the apostles. 

We can have a similar meaning to our lives if we absorb 
these transforming messages. 

Edgar Wille 

Northchurch and Berkhamsted U3A 
 
We meet at Northchurch Social Centre, Bell Lane on the 
first or second Tuesday of the month between 10am and 
12 noon.  The meetings include a visiting speaker and 
refreshments.  It is an ideal opportunity for retired or semi-
retired people to join in various activities, learn new skills, 
outings and making new friends. 
 
For more information, please contact Chris on              
01442 871591 or go to our website:  
www.northchurchandberkhamstedu3a.co.uk 



Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

COMPLETE TAXATION 

Tax Return Completion Specialists 

Need help with your Tax Return,  

Small business accounts, rental accounts?  

Complete Taxation can help  

Fast, efficient service with over 35 years experience  

01442 463746         www.completetaxation.co.uk 

Can offer fixed fees with no VAT on top 

LOGS FOR SALE 
astropelogs.co.uk 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Seasoned, dry and split logs. Free local delivery. 
 

Bulk Bag £80.00 (approx. 0.6m3)  
 

  Truck load £110.00 (approx. 1.1m3) 
 

  Sack of logs £9 (approx. 20kg. Min delivery 10 
sacks) 

 

Barrowing & stacking service available, please ask 
for details. 

 

We also provide tree &, hedge cutting services, fencing, 
pressure washing and grass cutting. 

 

Please contact Glenn on 07951 126534 
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Volunteer drivers needed 

A community transport service in Berkhamsted, 
Tring and Hemel Hempstead is looking for more 
volunteer drivers to join their team.   

Community Action Dacorum’s drivers take 
passengers to hospital or social appointments 
using their own cars, or drive minibuses for local 
groups to visit theatres, stately homes or other 
attractions in the region.  All drivers are 
reimbursed for mileage expenses and are 
automatically included in minibus excursions such 
as theatre visits.      The scheme is in particular 
need of drivers in the Berkhamsted and Tring 
areas.    Potential drivers should contact Deborah 
Fogden in the first instance on 01442 253935 or 
email Deborah@communityactiondacorum.org.uk. 

Sunday 19th November 
11am—4pm 

Ashlyns School 

ASHLYNS SCHOOL ASSOCIATION 

• Admission £2 
• Free parking 
• Refreshments 

available all 
day 

http://www.completetaxation.co.uk
mailto:glennansell@gmail.com
mailto:Deborah@communityactiondacorum.org.uk
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Lance Corporal 12930 Richard BEASLEY DCM 
4th Battalion, Bedfordshire Regiment 

30th October 1917 
 
Soon after his birth near 
Didcot, Berkshire in 1893, 
Richard Beasley’s family 
moved to the Northchurch 
area. Richard grew up in the 
village, and after leaving 
school, he started work as a 
butcher. Soon after the 
outbreak of war, he enlisted 
with 6th Battalion, 
Bedfordshire Regiment.  
 
Having survived the fighting on 
the Somme during the 
summer and autumn of 1916, 
in May 1917 Richard took part 
in a raiding party near Arras. 
The raiding party soon became 
trapped by heavy machine-gun 
fire and Richard volunteered to 
take out the machine-gun 

post. Throwing grenades at close range, Richard managed 
to kill the German machine-gunners and then attempted 
to use the gun on the surrounding German troops, but was 
shot in the leg. He was rescued by his comrades and was 
later awarded the Distinguished Conduct Medal for his 
action. 

 
After recovering from his wounds, Richard was transferred 
to 4th Bedfordshire Regiment just before the start of the 
Third Battle of Ypres. At dawn on 30th October, 4th 
Bedfords attacked 600 yards of German line near 
Poelcappelle, but the boggy ground, made even worse by 
the constant rain and heavy shelling, made any significant 
progress impossible. The battalion only managed to 
advance some 200 yards but suffered heavy casualties. 
Richard was one of 23 men were reported ‘Missing in 
Action’ and was later deemed to have been killed and his 
body lost in the Flanders mud. 
  
Richard Beasley’s name is now preserved on the Tyne Cot 
Memorial in Belgium. 
 

The Hospice of St Francis  
Hospice News  October 2017 

 
Welcome to our new CEO 
We are delighted to welcome to our new CEO, Kate 
Phipps-Wiltshire who brings with her many years’ 
experience in hospices, local authorities and the NHS. 
To Kate, a hospice is an espresso shot of living. 

Hospices, in the time that they support people, can be 

alongside and stimulate a whole array of life’s 

experiences – joy, sorrow, reflection, hope, wonder, 

pain and ultimately we hope, peace. Her hope is that 

we are here for more people, we set the standard for 

hospice care, we spread the ‘buzz’ you get from 

volunteering and fundraising and we inspire others 

and ourselves in being part of what we do.  

 
 
Returned to Glory 
Have you visited Returned to Glory recently? It’s the 
perfect place to shop for quality pre-loved furniture 
and homewares and be inspired by the bespoke own-
label range of inspirational furniture and soft 
furnishings.  Look out for the beautiful jewel colours 
(emeralds, teals, rubies) that are in this season and 
reflected in cushions, bags and lampshades made 
from beautiful designer fabric. 
Do pop the Christmas shopping evening in your 
diaries – Thursday November 2n and check out our 
website for further details. 
 
 

Trek Sahara 
Fancy joining other like-minded people to experience 

the challenge of trekking in the desert? We are 

hosting a ten day trek across the Sahara desert 

followed by two days helping out at a local 

community project in Marrakech next November.  

To find out more come along to the Trek Sahara open 

evening at The Hospice of St Francis on the 7th 

November 2017 at 6.30pm.  Or you can contact Claire 

Jones to discuss the challenge email: 

claire.jones@stfrancis.org.uk or call 01442 869 555 
 
 

Our Latest Newsletter 
For all the latest Hospice news including our 
upcoming fundraising events, ways to support us and 
clinical updates take a look at our Autumn 2017 
newsletter by visiting stfrancis.org.uk/newsletters. 
For further information on the Hospice, its services 
and fundraising requirements, please 
visit    www.stfrancis.org.uk 

Photo from the British 
Library Newspaper Archive 

mailto:trekchina@stfrancis.org.uk
http://www.stfrancis.org.uk/


 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

 

Professional local help at reasonable prices 
 

Probate & Estates 
Wills 

Powers of Attorney 
 

Did you know there is no legal requirement to employ a 
firm of solicitors, typically at £200 or more per hour, to 
apply for a Grant of Probate and administer an Estate? 

 

I have 28 years’ experience, mainly with London 
solicitors, and can assist you with all aspects of the 
process, all for around 1/4 of normal solicitors’ fees. 

 

I can also prepare Wills and Powers of 
Attorney at very competitive rates 

(£90 for a simple Will and £90 for a Power of Attorney) 
 

Home visits at no extra charge 
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote 

www.probateandestates.co.uk 
david@probateandestates.co.uk 

 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

01296 612955 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
St Mary’s Primary School, New Road, Northchurch, 

Berkhamsted, Herts HP4 3QZ 
Tel: 07535 184017 www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com 

 

ST MARY’S PRE-SCHOOL 
 

Pre-school for 2½ to 5 year olds. 
 

Graded Outstanding by Ofsted. 
 

Open 5 days a week - Monday to Friday  
 

Afternoon sessions from 12.30 pm – 3.30 pm. 
 

Lunch Club sessions also available. 
 

Government Funding available for up to 5 sessions per week. 
 

To reserve a place or for more   
information, please contact Lisa 
Burkett, Pre-school Leader, on 

07535 184017  

or e-mail stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com              

  

St Mary's Toddler Group starts up again on Tuesday 12th 
September, with the new hours 09.30 - 11.30 every 
Tuesday term-time, with a cost of £2 a family a week. 
For more information please contact Heidi Baker.       
heidi.n.baker@gmail.com 

http://www.stmaryspreschoolnorthchurch.com
mailto:stmaryspreschool.northchurch@gmail.com
mailto:heidi.n.baker@gmail.com
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Appledown Rescue 
and Rehoming 
Kennels 

Gerry is a Springer Spaniel who 
was born in 2014. A playful 
boy who is full of energy and 
curiosity. Gerry is great with 
people and other dogs but has 
a tendency to ‘resource guard’. 
We have been working on this 
and his new owners will need 
to carry on with his training. 
He is not used to being left 
alone so will need someone 
around to start with to help 
him build up time alone. He 
could live with a female dog 
pending introductions. Any 
children in the family would 
need to be 16 plus.  
If you can offer Gerry or any of 
our other dogs a loving and 
secure home, please call in at 
the kennels any day between 
10 a.m. and 4 p.m. or phone us 
for more details. Please note 
that there are restrictions on 
rehoming dogs to families with 
children under seven years of 
age. Full details of the 
rehoming process can be 
found on our website, or 
please contact the kennels. 
Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, 

Harling Road, 
Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY. 01525 220383 

(Registered Charity Number 1116848) 
 

www.appledownrescue.co.uk   



 
Sunday Services  
at St Mary’s 

1st October Harvest Thanksgiving 

8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist  
 6.00pm  Songs of Praise 

 

8th October                        Trinity 17 
  
8.00am     Holy Communion  
10.00am   All Age Service 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer  
 

15th October                   Trinity 18 
   
8.00am    Holy Communion (BCP) 
10am       Parish Eucharist with Baptism 
6.00pm    Evening Prayer  
 

22nd October                  Trinity 19 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 

29th October  
                       Last Sunday after Trinity 
 
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Memorial Service 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613  
Advertising & editorial by 
email to the Editor,                 
Jill Hipson   
jill.hipson@live.co.uk      
All advertisements must be 
paid for before they can be 
published.     

Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 07929 934367 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

News from Herts CC Councillor Terry Douris 

I am pleased to report that working with the Parish Council 
we have identified a number of highways issues which we 
are working through. Perhaps the most obvious of these is 
the new Speed Indicator Device which between us will 
replace the defunct unit going out of the village. I am also 

very pleased to report that that early in October the new dropped kerb and 
cycle racks will be installed by Tesco Express. 

Hertfordshire is a big county with over 3,000 miles of roads and the same 
amount of footways and this year we are spending more than ever on 
improving the highways across the county. Since the beginning of April across 
the county there have been over 600 different improvements works with 140 
in August alone. 

A reminder for parents whose children will be moving onto secondary schools 
in September 2018 that during September this year there are opportunities to 
visit the schools that you are interested in but do make sure that you apply for 
your child’s place no later than 31st October 2017. The vast majority of 
Hertfordshire parents choose to apply online at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/
admissions and all the information is on the website. 

You will have no doubt read that eligible working parents who have a three or 
four-year old will be able to access an additional 570 hours of childcare in 
addition to the universal entitlement of 570 hours free early education. These 
entitlements together become 30 hours free childcare. We trailed the new 
childcare entitlement very successfully in 4 areas of the county before rolling it 
out from the beginning of September.  

There has been much media interest in the new entitlement, much of it 
negative, however in Hertfordshire it should be noted that as the hourly rate 
for all providers is £5.05 which is considerably higher than the rest of the 
country (other than some London authorities). As an authority we also took the 
view to passport 97% of the early years funding received from DfE to providers 
which is again a higher rate than many authorities some of whom are centrally 
retaining up to 7%.  

Finally, I make no apology for reminding you that I have a £10,000 member’s 
locality budget to help with projects in my division. Details how to apply can be 
found at www.hertfordshire.gov.uk I do however stipulate that it must benefit 
the residents in the area that it is being requested for. 

Don’t forget you can always contact me on 01442 402273 or by email at 
terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk 

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk/admissions
http://www.hertfordshire.gov.uk
mailto:terry.douris@hertfordshire.gov.uk

