Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar
Mobile: 07929934367

May is a joyful month when we celebrate the beauty
of Spring, with its new growth of flowers and
blossoming trees. In the church calendar we are still
in Easter Season, celebrating the new life of
resurrection. This May we have extra cause for
celebration as some of the lockdown restrictions are
starting to ease and there is the hope of full lifting of
restrictions in late June — pandemic permitting. This is
a month of hope, of new life, and new opportunities
as we slowly emerge from darker, colder times. We
are fortunate to be surrounded by beautiful
countryside which will be at its best at this time of
year.

“Be still, and know that | am
God.”

Psalm 46:10

Ashridge is blessed with an abundance of deer -
although | know many gardeners do not consider this
to be a blessing. If you happen upon a herd of deer
on your walk it can be an enchanting moment. There
is a stillness required in looking at deer. They scare
easily, but there is an atmosphere of gentleness and
serenity that surrounds them. | recently enjoyed a
peaceful moment on a walk, when | happened upon a
small group of deer — what appeared to be a family,
including a larger male with impressive antlers, a
smaller adult who | assumed to be a doe, and five
others, slightly smaller, who | interpreted to be
teenage fawns. But that is perhaps more a reflection
on my motherly mind than any knowledge of wildlife.
Holding the gaze of the deer forced me to slow down,
step out of the business of life for a moment, and
stand in appreciation and respect for the beauty of
nature. It is in moments of stillness that we are
receptive to hearing God and feeling God’s presence
around us.
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“..ask for the ancient paths,
where the good way lies; and walk in it,
and find rest for your souls.”

Jeremiah 6:16b

A year ago, when we were in the peak of the first
lockdown restrictions, | started walking a circular
winding path in the woodlands as if in a prayer
labyrinth. Labyrinths are ancient pathways found
across the world, one of the most famous being in
Chartres Cathedral. The winding paths help us to
‘unwind’, to let go and rest in God. Recently
labyrinths have been created in churches, retreat
centres, schools and cathedrals to offer spiritual space
for prayer and reflection providing a stilling space in a
busy world. A labyrinth is different from a maze. A
maze is full of dead-ends and designed to get you lost.
A labyrinth has only one path that always leads to the
centre... to God.

Whether we are able to go outside for country walks
or just enjoy the natural world from a window, may
we encounter God through the beauty of His created
world. Let us learn to tread gently on this planet,
treasuring it as a precious inheritance to pass on to
future generations.

Revd Miranda Seldon

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk


http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

Phakamisa Update

It gives me great pleasure to announce that the
Phakamisa Board have appointed Zethu Kuzwayo as
the new Director with effect from the beginning of
February. | met face to face with all the staff

yesterday morning and made the announcement.

Zethu has impressed during these last months. She is a
strong character and has the support of the staff.
There are gaps but we’re confident she has the ability,
willingness and enthusiasm to learn, and will grow
into the position in the months to come.

Notwithstanding all the setbacks and obstacles, we
ended the year in a really positive position. The
courses were completed, and through prudent
financial management and savings achieved
(especially with the vacant Director position),
Phakamisa ended the year with a small surplus — the
first for many years. It’s an achievement for which we
give thanks to God and to all our many supporters and
donors.

Neil Purdon — Chairperson Phakamisa South Africa.

I’m sure you will join me in praying for Zethu (and the
team) as she enters into this challenging role and
seeks to lead Phakamisa through the next phase.
Zethu was Thokozani’s assistant for the past 6 years
and it has been great to see how well Thokozani had
helped in the training and nurturing of Zethu as she
stepped in to lead Phakamisa for the last 6 months
following the sad passing of Thokozani. | have met her
on skype and she is indeed a lovely, enthusiastic and
humble person who has a burning desire to serve God
at Phakamisa.

Marilyn Pain

PHAKAMISA is pronounced pa-ga-mee-sa, a Zulu word
meaning ‘to uplift’.

Editor's Note: Phakamisa is one of the charities
supported by St Mary’s Church.
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Praying with a Finger Labyrinth

In her article on page 1, Miranda mentioned her
circular winding path in the woodlands. You can
pray without having to go outside by using a
finger labyrinth.

Sit comfortably and trace the labyrinth path with
a finger, letting your thoughts come to the
surface. You are never alone, Jesus is always
with you.

When you reach the centre, stay for a while and
spend some time in prayer and reflection.

Return along the path prayerfully and as you exit
the labyrinth, give thanks and praise to God.



Farewell

This article is the text of a tribute made to Jenny
Hoare, the Church Organist and Choirmaster for many
years, on the day she retired from her post.

Jenny may be out of sight of the congregation most of
the time, but she is not out of mind and certainly not
out of earshot!

Jenny has been with us for so long | have forgotten
when she joined St Mary’s but for many reasons she
quickly became a cornerstone of the worship.

Apart from Jenny’s panache and accomplished organ
playing , her infectious enthusiasm is what has
contributed so much to St Mary’s community life. |
have never seen Jenny miffed or sulky, though there
must have been times when such emotions would
have been justified. She is always perky and excited
about the musical life of the church and this has
enhanced the services for us all. But not just the
services. Jenny’s enterprise and ‘can-do’ attitude has
resulted in wonderful concerts by visiting organists
and international choirs, which have been greatly
enjoyed.

Children’s Society

For many years there has been a faithful group of
supporters who have had a Children’s Society
Collection Box which we have collected in around
Christmas time and sent off. Times have changed!
Covid made collection difficult and we could not do
this in 2020.

With restrictions slowly lifting we ask that if you still
have a box, please contact Charlotte and Gareth on
866141 to arrange for us to collect it from you; we
would like to complete this by 16" May.

We hope that you may be able to continue to
support the Children’s Society. Donations in future

can be made through its website

www.childrenssociety.org/uk

to Jenny

Jenny is very passionate about what she does, and her
love for St Mary’s organ is clear. She has nurtured it
and coaxed it through difficult times , she knows how
to get the best out of it , and if she very occasionally
pulls the wrong organ stop it is probably an
intentional ploy to startle me when | look to be
nodding off.

Jenny’s inventiveness was on display in the wonderful
hymnathon she organised to raise funds for the organ
repairs. It raised our knowledge and appreciation of
hymns old and new to a new level.

Jenny has brought new members to our choir, and her
personality has provided the glue which holds it
harmoniously together. She notices when a choir
member needs encouragement, and she nurtures and
reassures them accordingly. She cares.

Jenny - you will be a tough act to follow. We will
greatly miss you.

Andrew Dobbie
11th April 2021

Collection Boxes

or by telephoning its Support Care on 0300 303 7000.

Thank you so much for all that has been contributed
over the past years. It has been much appreciated.

Charlotte and Gareth Pritchard



http://www.childrenssociety.org/uk

Who Would Live in a House Like This?
Woodcock Hill — Part 4

In 1925, Woodcock Hill was purchased by Alfred
James White. White owned the engine and gearbox
manufacturing company White & Poppe Ltd which
had its base in Coventry. The company also
manufactured motorcycles. The son of a watchmaker,
Alfred White was born in Coventry in 1870 and trained
as an engineer. Whilst working as the works manager
at the Austrian National Small Arms factory at Steyr in
1897 White met designer, Peter Poppe, a Norwegian
who was the same age as him, and they soon became
friends. It was White who suggested that Poppe move
to Coventry with his family, and in 1899 they set up
the new engineering company. Using their experience

"WHITE & POPPE, Ltd., )
COVENTRY,

ENGLAND.

Our  new 20-h.p.
6-cylinder Engine now

ready for delivery.

We invite your enquiries.

The 10} h.p. 8-cylinder W & P Engine.

@mdon Agents :—Mr. W. H. M. BURGESS, 40 Glasshouse St , Piccadilly Circus, W‘J

gained from the manufacture of small arms White &
Poppe pioneered the interchangeability of automotive
engine parts and produced their first motor bike
engine in 1903. Three years later, they became the
preferred engine supplied to Dennis Brothers and
soon developed a larger clientele base, including
vehicle producers Morris and Ariel.

During the First World War, the company
manufactured small arms and munitions for the
British army as well as continuing to develop their
own vehicle engines. In 1917, White & Poppe Ltd was
given the royal seal of approval when their factory
was visited by Queen Mary, her party arriving in seven
White & Poppe powered Siddeley Deasy cars. By 1918
the company was employing 12,000 employees.

Following the end of the war, and the subsequent
economic recession, Dennis Brothers purchased White
and Poppe in a share exchange worth £204,365. In

1919, White was offered a knighthood, but turned the
offer down as Peter Poppe, being a Norwegian
national, was not eligible for the honour. White
remained at Dennis Brothers until 1922 when, having
sold his shares in the company, he joined Rover as
their Chief Engineer. It was through the sale of his
shares in Dennis Brothers that White raised the
necessary funds to purchase Woodcock Hill.

Alfred White died in October 1939, leaving an estate
of £188,224. Three years later, his widow, Marie, sold
Woodcock Hill to the Carmelite nuns.

As a result of the sale Woodcock Hill underwent
several major internal changes including the
conversion of the large drawing room into a Chapel.
Spending much of their day in silence and
contemplative prayer, the new Chapel formed the
centre-point of the nun’s daily life. The nuns were to
remain at Woodcock Hill until 1951 when they moved
to Presteigne in Wales. With their departure
Woodcock Hill was converted into three private
residences. The house was last on the market in 2017
for £1,650,000.

https://www.fineandcountryberkhamsted.com/
property/berkhamsted/woodcock-hill/p646.html .

Richard North
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PARISH PANTRY @ St Mary’s

Food need for May

The following items are in short supply as we meet the needs
of our community through May.
Can you help, please?

NON-FOOD FOOD
Bleach Baby food
Surface Cleaner UHT Milk
Antibacterial cleaner/wipes Tuna fish
Washing up liquid Cereals
Disinfectant

Tinned meats/pies

Toilet Rolls Tinned vegetables

Soap powder/pods Tinned fruit

Toothpaste Tinned/packet soup

Shampoo Tinned custard

Toothbrushes Stock pots/cubes

Nappies Tinned Rice Pudding
Coffee

Pasta sauces

The donation box can be found on the table just inside the side door of the church.

The Coronavirus has changed our country and our church in ways we could have never
anticipated.
The Church of England, being present in every community, is well placed to lead and
co-ordinate efforts to help those who find themselves in need.
2021 will be a time of adaptation and innovation for the church and we all need to be part
of it.

“For I was hungry, and you gave me something to eat”
Matthew 25:35 NIV



The Parish Pantry S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance

St Mary’s Church runs one of the :
25+ years experience

Northchurch Community Pantry All property maintenance undertaken
venues and is open daily for dona- All trades * Free estimates * No job too small
tions or if you need help. Call Steve on 07890 554 578

Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk

We’re feeling the Lurcher love at Appledown Rescue!

Meet three handsome Lurcher lads, Mark Greene, Doc Martin and Harold Legg, all
awaiting new homes. Sadly many Lurchers end up in rescue through no fault of their
own and are often overlooked, which is a great pity because they make super pets!
It’s easy to assume they need tons of exercise but - although they do need a good
daily walk - they enjoy tucking those longs legs up and snoozing on the couch just
as much! Lurchers are great family dogs because they are so loving, gentle and
docile. They can usually live with another dog, but not cats or other small pets.

If you are interested in offering a hound a loving forever home, all the relevant
information and an application form can be found on our website. Viewings are now
by appointment only.

Appledown Rescue & Rehoming Kennels, Harling Road, Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 1QY
01525 220383 (10am-1pm & 2-4 pm) e-mail: appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
Website: www.appledownrescue.co.uk
Follow us on Facebook, Twitter & Instagram!



Hello from everyone at St Mary's Northchurch and we do hope that everyone is safe and well.
Please do remember that we are here to help and support our community. If you or anyone you
know is experiencing difficulties during this time, please do get in touch. St Mary’s Church
runs one of the Northchurch Community Pantry venues and is open daily for donations or if you
need help.

% Our Sunday morning service is at 10am every Sunday morning.
v  Every evening at 10pm, we have a short Night Prayer (Compline) service on Facebook.

Look at our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch for these services
and for more information.

"FOR ALL YOUR GARDEN
. MAINTENANCE NEEDS

Call Gerald on 07731 317823

a www.berkhamstedgardenservices.co.uk

Contacts for the Newsletter: Currently we are only able to publish online. sy

Editorial by email to the Editor, lill Hipson lJill.hipson@Ilive.co.uk.
Copy date is 25th of each month.



http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/stmarynorthchurch

PHYSIOTHERAPY

Joint aches and pains?
Visit an Cxpcricnccd practiti()ncr
in central Berkhamsted

To book an assessment call
07834 599 225

or email info@banksphysio.com

EMILY BANKS
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Emily Banks MSc MMACP MCSP HPC
Mermber ofthe Health Professions Council

Banks Physio is based at
Carmenta Life, Berkhamsted

www.banksphysio.com

BEES ELECTRICAL

GuaranteedyQualified, Insured
ALL jobs welcome

>Sockets and lighting

>Energy saving LED lighting

>Alarms, phones, smart phone control
> Fault finding and testing

>Free fixed price quotes

Contact Mike Smith:
Tel 01442 876416
(M) 07790 885189

beeselectrical@gmail.com

We are your local Childcare
provider meeting all your
Children’s needs here at

= Ga Northchurch Cricket Pavilion
Ekzﬂm(ﬂ@m@a - Since 1995

We are open from
7:30am to 6:00pm
Offering flexible childcare
for babies to 4 years
Funding for 2, 3 & 4 years

Care available before or
after your child’s
School nursery class
Flexible sessions available
Including lunch club

Before and after School club for St Marys & Westfield
Children based at Westfield Primary School

Holiday club open to children from all Schools in the
local area for children from reception to year 6

Home from Home Kindergarten
01442 862638 / 07786366100

info@homefromhomekinder.co.uk
www.homefromhomekinder.co.uk
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

..... for ALL your vehicle needs

* SERVICING
* MOT REPAIRS ¢ TYRES
* EXHAUSTS
* DIAGNOSTICS
* LOCAL COLLECTION
& DELIVERY SERVICE

01442 872711

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

«samereliable

+ From £15.75 per hr :

« police checked
» matched to your

« professional local service
«insured

+no hidden costs

« all cleaners fully vetted

we loveit!

Let us take care of your cleaning chores

cleaner each week

weekly domestic
cleaning

requirements

MAID o HEIQTS}\

Call Amanda on 01442540085

today to make an appointment
www.maidofherts.com

hate cleaning?

Getting your
computer up &
running again

ANDY ROBINSON

COMPUTER CONSULTANCY & REPAIRS

T 07885966570

E andy@arcomputerrepairs.com

W www.arcomputerrepairs.com

36 Trevelyan Way Berkhamsted HP4 1JH

Gentle & Therapeutic

Beginners
Welcome

Relax Mind & Body

Relaxation, de-stressing and gentle stretching. It's not a
strong physical workout and is very suitable for beginners
or those who do not want a strenuous class

St John Ambulance Hall, Northchurch
Wed 7.00pm to 8.15pm
The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre

Mon 6.45pm to 8.00pm &
8.15pm to 9.30pm

BAYoga Studio, Berkhamsted High St.
Thurs 11am to 12.30pm

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust
Tel: 07775 531502
Email: john@johngrimesyoga.co.uk

www.johngrimesyoga.co.uk
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BODY REPAIRS * LEASE RETURNS * ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT * SMART REPAIRS * DETAILING
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01442 872722

UNit 2, Site 13A, NORTHBRIDGE ROAD
BerkHAMsTED, Herts, HP4 1EH

info@berkhamstedbodyshop.com
www.berkhamstedbodyshop.com

THE TYRE CHANGERS
07746 903095

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.

Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.

Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
thetyrechangers.co.uk



mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk

Your local builders—Established over 50 years Do you need help
with all your odd jobs around your home?
P CHILDERLEY & SON I (z’an oﬂ'erJa reliable szrvice
Groundwork & driveway specialists Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL 07802 906 870
Many years experience

_Tel: 01442 866441 Also decorating and phone points ete

Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ at a reasonable rate.

From small jobs such as .
additional powerpoints Ashrid ge Wealth
to full re-wires...

Commercial Condition reports
Landlord Condition reports
Domestic Condition reports

aeenoven I Garden lighting ¢ Electric gates

612219000 Free estimates ¢ Fully insured

HOLLIS ELECTRICAL LIMITED
Call 07970 959 666

| provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:

Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning

hoIIiselectricalItd@gmail.com I ntergenerational Plan n i ng

Langley Park Road, Iver, Bucks

Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice

HANDYMAN WITH VAN , , , _
To receive a complimentary guide covering

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE
DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT  GARDENS TIDIED 07377 936852
LIGHT REMOVALS  REFERENCES AVAILABLE www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
PLEASE CALL MICK
0775 393 8180

=] '
l ’ | N PR ey n q
Standard Hardwood . . . : : .
Logs Family business over 30 years serving Tring, ]%erkhamsted, Villages
and Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Premium Ash logs Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
" g Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
FREE Delivery Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Barrowing and stacking TEI :01 442 890750

S‘;r"ices 1V‘f‘ila3kt* 7 service@llheating.co.uk

[LCERRE B0 QiR R, Rocamora House, Woodrow,

Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.
www.llheating.co.uk

LOGS FOR SALE

Please contact Glenn on
07951 126534 Quality, seasoned and dry % A
. firewood with great service o W
Or order online at from ASTROPE LOGS Rormonprent™
astropelogs.co.uk



mailto:chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
http://www.ashridgewealth.co.uk

RM HEDGING &
GARDENING

FOR ALL YOUR HEDGING
AND CARDENING NEEDS

OMNE-OFF OR REGULAR VISITS
CARDEN TIDY UPS
LAWN MAINTENANCE

Hate cleaning

Your Oven?

Let us do it for youl!
No Mess, no Smell, No Fuss
JUST Amazing Results

Exceptional live-in care and
companionship in the comfort of
your home from just £695pw

2 Remain in the home you love

2 Affordable short and long term
care available

2 Advanced care needs supported

2 Carefully selected care workers

2 Care can be quickly provided

PLANTING
SMALL HANDYMAN JOBS

CALL ROB FOR A QUOTE
OR ADVICE: 07934647667

Facebook.com/ovenhearts

07841 340403

) ~—
www.ovenhearts.co.uk Qe PROMED|C524

Beryl Glynn - 074 685 66162

anytime to discuss our bespoke care
or visit www.promedica24.co.uk

Live-in companionship & care

Unit C, Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted, HP4 1EH
T. 01442871017

E: gemini@geminiprinters.co.uk

W: www.geminiprintservices.co.uk

DAVID PRICE & CO.

Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates

| have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.

Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge
(and everything explained in plain English!)

Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote

www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955

Yor all your printing requirements

LITHO ¢« PHOTOCOPYING ¢ DESIGN ¢ FINISHING

/ o
Silverleaf %2

Landscaping

For a friendly, personal
and professional service

Landscaping

% ‘ g

Tree Care

Planting Fully Qualified & Insured
Decking Tree Removal/Felling
Driveways Tree Shaping

Turfing Deadwood Removal
Fencing Reduction/Lifting/Thinning
Paths & Patios Stump Grinding

Brick Work Tree House Construction

Fire Wood for Sale

Ground Clearance

Contact: Rian Murphy

For a free consultation and
quote for your next project

Tel/Fax: 01442 825176
Mobile: 07900 006246

silverleaflandscaping.co.uk /




No words to pray

A candle prayer

God,
Wherever you are,
I have no words to pray.
I am in the darkness,

Aching,
: Lost,
+TUN’N G - In pain.
IENCE WITH OUR As I light dle,
ENHANGE THAT DRIVING EXPE Lo NG 0 BRING | i ot o
L PWATE PERFORMANCE AND MONEY SAVRL, | 1
YOU ULTIMA UR TERRACLEA :
D WITH O For myself.
FUEr Ecor:.oENf:E;.N:ocl:-,;LAENS’NG SYSTEM FOR EVEN Give me strength
TERNA To face another day.
IN MORE FUEL ECONOMY-’-'-’ TER aé LEAN. Shine your light into my
dark places
And help me to know
UIPMENT * I am not alone.
LG oF ALL MAKES -
« RECOVERY ° CAR CK MoT’s * Amen
© April Mclntyre

us
WINDOW TINTING °
SERVICING °

ROFESSIONAL
- ’.’AIR CONDITIONING

WOODVIEW FARM
INDUSTRIAL EST Appledown Rescue and
Rehoming Kennels

s 01442 870 500

G follow us MOTECH www.motechcars.co.uk

Appledown Rescue &

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE, FENCING RehOI?iné] }I(Eertmelg, Harling
oad, Eaton Bray,
AND LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR Bedfordshire LU6 1QY
01525 220383
reensca e appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
www.appledownrescue.co.uk
Regular Maintenance Garden Tidy-Up & Clearances Hedge & Grass Cutting Turfing Follow us on Facebook,
All types of Fencing Sheds Gates | Tree Work Pressure Washing Twitter & Instagram!
A friendly and reliable local business that will deliver exactly what you want.
We have many happy customers in the local area.
To make an enquiry please call Darren Porter-Hough on 07986 708673
www.greenscapes.org.uk




