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Over the last few weeks at St Mary’s, the Lent Group 
has been looking at the Archbishop’s book 
“Dethroning Mammon: Making Money Serve Grace.” 
There is a theme that runs through the book that 
contrasts what control money can have over so many 
areas of our life on one hand, yet, counter to this, is 
the pull of the extravagance and abundance of God’s 
love and generosity. The author suggests that money, 
even when we have a lot of it, can make all of us a bit 
Scrooge like in that there is never enough, whilst 
God’s extravagant economics suggests a completely 
different approach to what we have and how we use 
it. It is a thoughtful book and the discussions in the 
group have been very interesting as we grapple with 
the challenges and questions that we are presented 
with.  

One of the things that have struck me as we come to 
celebrate Easter is that the generosity of God is seen 
primarily in the self giving of Jesus on Good Friday. In 
the church services the prayers and readings will pick 
up on the theme of God holding nothing back but 
entering into the full complexity, uncertainty and 
confusion of the world. There are those who are 
determined to destroy Jesus and those who are 
prepared to be cajoled into making this happen.  The 
story of Jesus’ final days in Jerusalem uncovers a web 
of power politics, human weakness and violence. The 
disciples we are told go into hiding, fearful that they 
will most likely be arrested and be treated in the same 
way.  

The Easter message that the churches will be 

celebrating is that this is not the end of the story. 

There is a multitude of themes and reflections that 

resonate from the story of the resurrection. One that 

always strikes me when reading or listening to the 

various accounts is as follows. From the disciples 

perspective there is a growing realisation that 

something completely unexpected and astonishing 

has taken place. The way they understand the nature 

of God is being changed and alongside this is a new 

way of living. Jesus was the victim of anger, 

compromise and violence. Yet, the resurrection is 

defined by grace, forgiveness, love, and healing. God 

does not return like for like. The disciples are called to 

reflect these spirit shaped gifts into the world. That 

will be a demanding task, but they preach a message 

that says the axis of the world has changed and even if 

it feels hard to grasp, God’s extraordinary generosity 

can be trusted.  

Rev Jonathan Gordon 

Easter Sunday and God’s Extravagance  

Easter Saturday at 10.00am 
There will be an Easter Egg Hunt 
on Northchurch Common. 
Please meet at the Parish Room 
at 10.00am . 



Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road 
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH 

Gavin has moved to 
new advert for window 
cleaning—on stick. 
 

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre 
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Do you need help   
with all your odd jobs around your home?   

I can offer a reliable service  
with many years experience  

Also decorating and phone points etc 
at a reasonable rate.  

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman 
  

07802 906 870 

From childhood I have often puzzled over how the death 
of the finest man who ever lived can affect us today. I 
have looked at many theories. One, very popular among 
Christians, is called 'penal substitution'. It says that God 
had to punish all humans for opposition to him. However, 
he wanted to rescue as many as possible from the death 
penalty they deserved. God couldn't just let the human 
race off. So, according to the theory, he gave his own son 
to die instead of them: the truly innocent was to take the 
penalty deserved by the guilty. The theory considered 
that this would take away our sins. I could never see God 
involved in such an act of injustice. What could the cruel 
death of Jesus do to serve God's reputation for punishing 
sin? 

Of late, however, I have realised that Jesus gave his 
whole life to change the mind and heart of repentant 
sinners. His ministry in life, his cruel death, and receiving 
his life back in resurrection, are all involved in the work 
of Christ to save us and give us the gift of eternal life to 
be lived in his service. 

Jesus and his Father would give new life to them, headed 
in the direction of Christ's perfection, though not yet 
without sin. 

God could forgive those who repented and absorbed the 
light. He could share Christ's victorious resurrection with 
those who put their faith in him. God in his grace did not 
need a legalistic mechanism in order to forgive. 

To sum up, Jesus lived, died, and now lives forever, so 

that we may receive his gift of immortal service to him 

and the Father. Jesus gave his whole self to us. The death 

without the resurrection of Jesus would have been 

insufficient. In the words of the Apostle Peter : praise be 

the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. In his great 

mercy, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ, he gave us new 

birth into a living hope (First letter of Peter, chapter 1, 

verse 3) 

Edgar Wille 

Jesus:  Giving himself for us The Berkhamsted Bluebell Walk 2017 

Join us on the 49th Berkhamsted Walk on Sunday 14th 
May 2017 to raise money for The Children’s Society and 
help change children’s stories.  In Britain today there 
are still many children and young people suffering 
hardship, abuse and neglect.  Too often their problems 
are ignored and their voices unheard.  Help us to make 
a difference to the lives of these vulnerable young 
people by taking part in the Berkhamsted Walk and 
raising sponsorship to support the work of The 
Children’s Society. 

Now is the time to dig out your walking boots and ask 
your family, friends and work colleagues for 
sponsorship, or even to join you on the walk.  Come 
along and walk with us on well-marked paths through 
Ashridge and enjoy the bluebells and beech trees this 
Spring.   

Choose between the following walks: 

 The Fun Walk – a 6 mile gentle stroll suitable for 
all ages, particularly families with younger 
children, (note the route is not buggy-friendly) 

 The Bluebell Walk – 12 miles 

 The Challenge – 18 miles.  This route is for fit and 
frequent walkers.   

The 12 and 18 mile walks start from the Court House 
next to St Peter’s Church in Berkhamsted High Street 
HP4 2AX between 10 and 11.30 am and the 6 mile walk 
starts at Ashridge College HP4 1NS (free parking) 
between 11am and 2pm. A prize will be awarded for the 
highest amount raised through 
sponsorship.  

To find out more visit 
www.berkhamstedwalk.com 
and download sponsor forms or 
collect one from St Peter’s 
Church, The Complete Outdoors, 
Berkhamsted Library or phone 
01442 864968 to speak to      
Ann Browning. 

http://www.berkhamstedwalk.com/


 
 
 
 

Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages 

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,  
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,  

Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,  
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls  

 

Tel:01442 890750 
service@llheating.co.uk 

Rocamora House, Woodrow, 
Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT. 

www.llheating.co.uk 

Computer Consultancy 
and Repairs   
 
Getting your PC up and running again  
 

Software installation & configuration  

Basic and intermediate level training Specialising 

in anti-virus, security & hardware upgrades  

Andy Robinson 36 Trevelyan Way  
                          Berkhamsted HP4 1JH 
   Mobile:  07885 966570  

AndyRobinson2010@gmai l .com  

 

Professional local help at reasonable prices 
 

Probate & Estates 
Wills 

Powers of Attorney 
 

Did you know there is no legal requirement to employ a 
firm of solicitors, typically at £200 or more per hour, to 
apply for a Grant of Probate and administer an Estate? 

 

I have 28 years’ experience, mainly with London 
solicitors, and can assist you with all aspects of the 
process, all for around 1/4 of normal solicitors’ fees. 

 

I can also prepare Wills and Powers of 
Attorney at very competitive rates 

(£90 for a simple Will and £90 for a Power of Attorney) 
 

Home visits at no extra charge 
Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote 

www.probateandestates.co.uk 
david@probateandestates.co.uk 

 

DAVID PRICE & CO. 

01296 612955 

The Vyne Theatre 
Northbridge Road, Berkhamsted. 

 

LOCAL LIVE SCREENINGS 2017 
NATIONAL THEATRE   ROYAL OPERA HOUSE 

 BOLSHOI 
 

Madame Butterfly (ROH) on 2nd April @ 2pm. 

Twelfth Night (NT live)  on 6th April @ 7pm 

Hero of Our Time (Bolshoi)  on  9th April @ 4pm. 

Rosencrantz and Guildenstern are Dead (NT live) 
                             on 20th April @ 7pm. 

Obsession (NT Live) on 11th May @ 7pm 

Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf (NT live)  
  on 18th May at 7pm  
 

Full programme on website. 

Tickets are £15.  Book on line at www.vynetheatre.co.uk. 

Box Office Helpline: 0333 666 3366. Tickets on door if available. 
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Private G13274 Ambrose Alfred BROWN 
2nd Battalion, Queen's (Royal West Surrey Regiment). 

Killed 2nd April 1917 
Ambrose Alfred Brown, 
recorded on the 
Northchurch War 
Memorial as J. Ambrose 
Brown, was born in 
Australia in 1898, the 
eldest son of Ambrose and 
Susie Brown. His father, 
who had been brought up 
in Northchurch, had 
emigrated there in 1890 
and had married six years 
later. For some reason the 
Brown family decided to 
return to Northchurch 

soon after Ambrose’s birth.  

After leaving school Ambrose started work at the 
Brushworks in Berkhamsted and took a keen interest in the 
Northchurch Village Club. On reaching the age of 18 in 
early 1916, Ambrose was conscripted into 2nd Battalion, 
Queen's (Royal West Surrey) Regiment, and after 
completing his basic training in September 1916 he was 
sent to France. Two months later, Ambrose’s battalion 
moved to the Somme.  

Following the heavy fighting of the previous months, the 
conditions in the trenches that Ambrose found himself in 
were atrocious, and made even worse by heavy winter 
snowfalls and regular enemy sniper fire.  

In early 1917, the Germans started their secret withdrawal 
to newly-built heavily fortified positions which the British 
later called the “Hindenburg Line”. Once it was realised 
that Germans had withdrawn, British troops started a 
series of probing attacks to secure the vacated territory. It 
was during one such attack, on 2nd April, that Ambrose was 
killed. His body now rests in the Croisilles British Cemetery. 

 

Private 35345 William SEAR 
 12th (Transport Workers) Battalion 

Bedfordshire Regiment.  
Died 8th April 1917 

William Sear, a married man of 39 from Northchurch and 
regular attendee at the Baptist Chapel, received his 
conscription papers in the summer of 1916; had he been a 
year older he would have been exempt. William had spent 
the previous two years trying his best to keep his aging 
uncle’s building, dairy and market garden running by 
working all hours of the day, and had watched helplessly as 
his fellow workmates had either volunteered to serve in 
the army or had been conscripted.  

All appeals for his exemption were rebutted by the 
authorities, and being found unfit for front-line service, 
William was assigned to 12th (Transport Workers) Battalion, 
Bedfordshire Regiment, a home defence unit based in 
Newhaven, tasked with keeping the port running. 

Not long after his arrival in Newhaven in February 1917, 
William started complaining about pains in his head and 
became increasingly depressed and nervous. On afternoon 
of 8th April he told his landlady that he was going for a 
walk; he was not seen alive again. The following day 
William’s body was found hanging in a barn on the 
outskirts of Newhaven. The subsequent inquest found that 
William had “committed suicide by hanging himself whilst 
insane at the time”. Williams body was subsequently 
returned to Northchurch and now lies in a grave in the old 
Baptist Chapel graveyard in Bell Lane, beneath a 
Commonwealth War Graves Commission headstone.  

 

Private 41068 Albert John DELL 
19th Battalion, Manchester Regiment. 

Killed 23rd April 1917 
Albert Dell, the elder brother of Edwin Dell, the first 
Northchurch man to die in the war, was born in 1892. After 
leaving school Albert started work in the printing industry 
and sometime before 1914 moved to Hinckley in 
Leicestershire. Volunteering for the army the following 
year, Albert joined a battalion of the Leicestershire 
Regiment in France in the spring of 1916. 

Albert was injured by shrapnel during an artillery 
bombardment during the Somme Offensive necessitating a 
stay in military hospital. On his discharge, in December 
1916, Albert was transferred to 19th Battalion, Manchester 
Regiment. 

Like Ambrose Brown, Albert was involved in the probing 
attacks as the Germans retreated to the “Hindenburg 
Line”. It was during one such attack on 23rd April, as part of 
what became known as the Second Battle of the Scarpe, 
that Albert Dell was killed. His body was never formerly 
identified and Albert’s name is now preserved on the Arras 
Memorial. 
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The Monday Club 
 
April 10th Easter Tea 
and Raffle. 
2.00pm in the Parish 
Rooms. 
  
For more information 
please contact:   
Joan Downhill on 865821 or  
Barbara Lloyd on 865059. 

Appledown 
Rescue and 
Rehoming 
Kennels 

 
Sunday 14th May 
 
Come along to 
Appledown for a 
great family day 
out! 

 

12 classes plus 
Best in Show 

 
Tea tent, 

Barbecue & Stalls! 
 

Show opens at 11 a.m. 
Classes commence 12 

noon. 
Judge: Lynne Davies. 
Entries on the day. 

 

Appledown Rescue & 
Rehoming Kennels, 

Harling Road, 
Eaton Bray, Beds LU6 

1QY. 01525 220383 
(Registered Charity 
Number 1116848) 

 



 

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES 
FITTED AT HOME OR 

YOUR PLACE OF WORK. 
 

Local and convenient low cost tyres 
fitted at a time and place that suits 

you.  
Budget, mid-range and premium 
tyres supplied at the best prices. 

 
info@thetyrechangers.co.uk 

thetyrechangers.co.uk 

HANDYMAN 
WITH VAN 

 
LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED 

BUILDER 
 

40 YEARS EXPERIENCE 
 

DECORATING AND  
GENERAL REPAIRS 

 
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT 

 
GARDENS TIDIED 

 
LIGHT REMOVALS 

 
REFERENCES AVAILABLE 

 
PLEASE CALL MICK 

0775 393 8180 

DOUBLE GLAZING 
DOCTOR 

 
Window and door repairs 

 
GLASS REPLACEMENT 

 
Handles * Hinges * Letterboxes   

Locks * Cat flaps  * Door adjustment 
 

25 years experience 
 

Contact Rob 

 

07909 443010 

Northchurch and Berkhamsted U3A 
 
We meet at Northchurch Social Centre, Bell Lane on the first or second 
Tuesday of the month between 10am and 12 noon.  The meetings include a 
visiting speaker and refreshments.  It is an ideal opportunity for retired or 
semi-retired people to join in various activities, learn new skills, outings and 
making new friends. 
 
For more information, please contact Chris on  01442 271591 or go to our 
website:  www.northchurchandberkhamstedu3a.co.uk 

February 2017 crime & ASB figures for Northchurch 
 

 
 

OWL Neighbourhood watch 
 
We are still recruiting and would invite any resident of the parish to 
sign up and receive messages from police about what is going on the 
area. All we need to sign you up is an email address and/or telephone 
number and you can start to receive information.  To sign up to OWL or 
for more information please email  
SNTBerkhamstedandTring@herts.pnn.police.uk  

Offence No. in 
parish 

No. in 
Dacorum 

Dwelling Burglary 1 26 

Burglary Other 1 42 

Criminal Damage 2 130 

Vehicle Crime 2 119 

Anti-Social Behaviour 0 294 

mailto:info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
mailto:SNTBerkhamstedandTring@herts.pnn.police.uk


 
Easter Services  
at St Mary’s 

2nd April                                         Lent 5 

8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist  
 6.00pm  Evening Prayer at St Bart’s 
 

 
9th April                Palm Sunday 
  
  8.00am   Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
  6.00pm   Evening Prayer 
 

13th April                           Maundy Thursday 
  
  7.30pm   Parish Eucharist 
 

14th April               Good Friday 
  
Quiet Morning 10.00am -Noon 
Good Friday Service at 2.00pm  
followed by Hot Cross Buns in  
the Parish Room  
 

16th April              Easter Day 
  
8.00am     Holy Communion  
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 

23rd April                                    Easter 2 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer  
 

30th April                                    Easter 3 
   
8.00am     Holy Communion (BCP) 
10.00am   Parish Eucharist 
 6.00pm    Evening Prayer 
 

E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com 
Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 

Parish Room Bookings: 
Emily Millar 07929 934367 

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk  

All church enquiries to: 
Revd Jonathan Gordon 

St Mary’s Church 

GREEN GARDENING 
PLEASE CALL NICK  

M: 077 08 04 02 85                       H: 01442 872 577 

LAWN MAINTENANCE                                       ONE OFF OR REGULAR VISITS 

GARDEN TIDY UPS (JUNGLES A SPECIALITY) 

HEDGE CUTTING                    FENCING AND PATIOS                    POWER WASHING 

NO JOB TOO SMALL 

Contacts for the Newsletter 
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 862613  
Advertising & editorial by email to the  Editor, 
Jill Hipson   jill.hipson@live.co.uk      
Next issue:  May 2017.   
All advertisements must be paid for before they 
can be published.     
Copy date is 15th of each month. 

Parish Registers:     February & March 2017  
 
Baptism 
 
19th February  Harry Whitmarsh  
5th March Sian Isabella Margaret Evans  
 
Burial of Ashes 
26th February  Isabella Goss  
 
Funerals  
24th February Robert Andrew Hume  
1st March Ted Duke  
8th March William Thomas Talbot Pakenham  
15th March June Rose O'Mahoney  
16th March Kathy Turner  
30th March Michael Gower  
31st March Dolores Stiles  

Donations of Children's 
Toys, Games and Books 
required for St Mary's 
Church fete on 1 July. 
Please bring items to 
the Rectory/Church. 
Only items in good 
condition please.  
Many thanks for your support! 

http://www.stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk

