St Mary’s Northchurch

Newsletter

Parish Room Bookings:
Emily Millar
Mobile: 07929934367

April 2020

Church enquiries to:

Revd Jonathan Gordon

01442 871547
revjagordon@googlemail.com

Responding to a Crisis

The coronavirus pandemic has impacted on every
area of life and it has meant that churches will be
suspending public worship. This does not mean that
the church is closed. St Mary’s will be open during the
day and everyone is very welcome to come in if they
are passing to pray and reflect. Ministers will still be
in church on a Sunday morning and we are exploring
if we can put live prayers and readings onto the
church website and Facebook page. This is a time to
be creative in regard to church life and we are all in
this together. Prayers for the community will also be
said every day in church. It will be different, but if the
best way to support each other is by not coming
together, then that is how it will be for the coming
period.

There has been quite a bit of coverage about panic
buying and if you have been in the supermarkets
looking for toilet rolls, eggs or pasta there is a good
chance that you have felt slightly perturbed.
Photographs in the newspapers of emptied shelves or
clips on social media of arguments over who has the
right to the last item do not inspire faith in human
nature. Obviously, you can make that choice to focus
on yourself and those closest to you. Yet, what has
been inspiring over the last few weeks is the number
of community initiatives and local support groups
that have been set up to make sure if anyone is sick
or self-isolating, they are not going to be left on their
own. Local people are contacting the isolated and
whether it is by picking up shopping or a prescription,
or maybe a telephone call and a wave, there is a
sense that no-one is going to be left behind. Even

though we are encouraged to keep some distance
and avoid physical contact, there is a deepened sense
of community and belonging that will last beyond the
coronavirus. | have also been really struck by the
ongoing work of the care professions and teachers
who day in and day out do such a great job.

Although the bells won’t be ringing on Easter Day and
we don’t know when this crisis will pass, at some
point in the future there will be services in the local
churches to reflect on this crisis and what we have
learnt together from it. Just before the guidelines
changed, | went to a service in the local area and we
sang a well-known hymn at the end. We can’t sing
“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty, the King of
creation,” for the foreseeable future in church. When
we do hold that special service, we will, as the lines
from the last verse seemed very apt: “Let the Amen,
sound from his people again; Gladly for aye we adore
him.”

Rev Jonathan Gordon
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Newsletter Delivery Person needed for
Loxley Road, Salters and The Bentons
Round can be split between two people if necessary.

Call Valerie Clark on 07821 896734 if you can help.

T: 01442871017
E: gemini@geminiprinters.co.uk
W: www.geminiprintservices.co.uk
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PHYSIOTHERAPY

Joint aches and pains?
Visit an Cxpcri(‘nccd practitioncr
in central Berkhamsted

To book an assessment call
07834 599 225
or email info@banksphysio.com

EMILY BANKS
PHYSIOTHERAPY

Emily Banks MSc MMACP MCSP HPC

Banks Physio is based at
Carmenta Life, Berkhamsted

www .banksphysio.com
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MECHANICAL ENGINEERS

..... for ALL your vehicle needs
* SERVICING

* MOT REPAIRS * TYRES
* EXHAUSTS
* DIAGNOSTICS
* LOCAL COLLECTION
& DELIVERY SERVICE

01442 872711

Site 2, Unit 2, Northbridge Road
Berkhamsted, Herts, HP4 1EH

BEES ELECTRICAL

Guaranteed;:Qualified, Insured
ALL jobs welcome

>Sockets and lighting

>Energy saving LED lighting

>Alarms, phones, smart phone control
> Fault finding and testing

>Free fixed price quotes

Contact Mike Smith:
Tel 01442 876416
(M) 07790 885189

beeselectrical@gmail.com

We are your local Childcare
provider meeting all your
Children’s needs here at

Northchurch Cricket Pavilion

Since 1995

We are open from
7:30am to 6:00pm
Offering flexible childcare |
for babies to 4 years
Funding for 2,3 & 4 years

Care available before or
after your child’s
School nursery class
Flexible sessions available
Including lunch club

Before and after School club for St Marys & Westfield
Children based at Westfield Primary School

Holiday club open to children from all Schools in the
local area for children from reception to year 6

Home from Home Kindergarten
01442 862638 / 07786366100

info@homefromhomekinder.co.uk
www.homefromhomekinder.co.uk

«samereliable
+ From £15.75 per hr
« police checked

« matched to your

« professional local service

«insured /K \
+no hidden costs /‘ |

«allcleaners fully vetted /‘l/

hate cleaning?
we love it!

Let us take care of your cleaning chores

cleaner each week

weekly domestic
cleaning

requirements

MAID ¢ HERTS §:

Call Amanda on 01442 540085

today to make an appointment
www.maidofherts.com

Getting your
computer up &
running again

A-

ANDY ROBINSON

COMPUTER CONSULTANCY & REPAIRS

T 07885 966570

E andy@arcomputerrepairs.com

W www.arcomputerrepairs.com

36 Trevelyan Way Berkhamsted HP4 1JH

Gentle & Therapeutic

Beginners
Welcome

Relax Mind & Body

Relaxation, de-stressing and gentle stretching. It's not a
strong physical workout and is very suitable for beginners
or those who do not want a strenuous class

St John Ambulance Hall, Northchurch
Wed 7.00pm to 8.15pm

The Vyne—Berkhamsted Arts Centre
Mon 6.45pm to 8.00pm &
8.15pm t0 9.30pm
BAYoga Studio, Berkhamsted High St.
Thurs 11am to 12.30pm

I am a qualified Yoga teacher with the Yoga for Health & Education Trust

Tel: 07775 531502
Email: john@johngrimesyoga.co.uk

www.johngrimesyoga.co.uk
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BODY REPAIRS * LEASE RETURNS * ALLOY WHEEL REFURBISHMENT * SMART REPAIRS * DETAILING

01442 872722

T2, Site 134, No AD
BERKNAMSTED HERTS HPA 1EH

info@berkhamstedbodyshop.com
www.berkhamstedbodyshop.com

THE TYRE CHANGERS
07746 903095

HAVE YOUR NEW TYRES
FITTED AT HOME OR
YOUR PLACE OF WORK.

Local and convenient low cost tyres
fitted at a time and place that suits
you.

Budget, mid-range and premium
tyres supplied at the best prices.

info@thetyrechangers.co.uk
thetyrechangers.co.uk
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Slave or free?

| was in Paris for an interview and went to the opera. It
was Manon, one of the great love stories. The book
has been unread on the shelf since schooldays, but
now | know.

Manon Lescaut is a beautiful young girl, born into a
family that was not well off. In the manner of 18"
century France, she is destined for a protected life in a
convent. On the way, she discovers both the
possibilities of wealth which her beauty opens before
her and the power of love, when she encounters the
Chevalier des Grieux. But she can never make up her
mind which she wants more: money and its delights, or
des Grieux. The lure of gold is a constant and,
desperate hold on to her, des Grieux is dragged down
from all his prospects. Only at the end, their other
ambitions ruined, does Manon realise that their love
was their true calling in life and that the rest has been
but loss. She is the true femme fatale.

We have to see her choices in the light of her times. In
a convent, she would be fed and safe, which is not
nothing in a hostile world. But what then of love, of
the possibilities beyond the convent wall? For a poor
woman of her time, they were very slight unless she
opted for the compromises that make for the story.
She wanted to be free. But was she?

During Lent we have been reading Galatians. One of
its themes is that Christ sets us free, not to simply do
as we like, but to choose. Paul urges us to choose, in
our freedom, to be slaves to love. There is the paradox.
Not just erotic love. Free to see the value of others, to
enable them to find fulfilment, as well as ourselves.

Let’s enjoy the freedom that Christ has bought for us.
But let’s make sure that we are using it well, or like
Manon we may discover, when all else is coming to an
end, that we missed the great opportunity of our lives.

David White

A Lady who loved Northchurch
Maureen Rosina Batchelor (nee Shalders)

Maureen was born 20th February 1926 at 3 River Terrace,
beside the River Bulbourne and a stone’s throw from St
Mary’s church. It was a tiny cottage with an outside toilet
shared with the neighbours.

Her earliest memory, a story she often told, is of being
floated by her brother Peter in her Mum’s wicker washing
basket, down the River Bulbourne and under New Road
bridge. It was her eldest sister Mag that saved her. Peter
was in big trouble! She also recalled fond memories of
helping her dad on his allotment and calling in for a pint
afterwards at the Compasses pub, New Road.

She started her schooling at St Mary’s C. of E. School and
was a good scholar throughout her education and during
her time she won a prize for her poetry. Poetry was a
passion she enjoyed throughout her life with some of her
work being featured in publications.

Maureen was wife of the late Lionel Batchelor whom she
married at St Marys Church on 12th November 1946. She
lived all of her early life in the village that she loved but
later moved to Berkhamsted. She was dearly loved by her
5 children, 8 grandchildren, 11 great-grandchildren and all
other family members and friends. She will be greatly
missed by them all.

Maureen peacefully passed away on 21st January 2020,
aged 93 years. The funeral and celebration of her life

took place at St Mary's Church
on 28th February 2020
followed by a burial at New
Road Cemetery. The service
was beautifully conducted by
Reverend Jonathan Gordon
with over 120 people in
attendance, all wore bright
colours as requested by
Maureen. A collection was held
for Maureen's favourite club
‘Happy Wanderers Club for the
Disabled (Berkhamsted)’ that
raised £810, to which her

Wt

family are thankful for everyone’s generous donations.

Northchurch
By Maureen Rosina Batchelor

In a little village where the proud church stands,
The shops, school, post office and pubs all at hand.
The river and canal are ours to enjoy,

Where we spent many happy hours, our youth to employ.
The village folk were happy, you could not wish for more.
In times of trouble, a knock at a door.

But time goes by, and times have changed,

And nothing in our village can ever be rearranged.

It is my home, your home,

As we look back and say,

‘This lovely little village will always remain that way.’
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S. Delaney Carpentry and
Property Maintenance

25+ years experience
All property maintenance undertaken
All trades * Free estimates * No job too small

Call Steve on 07890 554 578
Email: Stephen.delaney@hotmail.co.uk
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Family business over 30 years serving Tring, Berkhamsted, Villages

Gas Central Heating, Boilers, Fires & AGAs,
Servicing, Repairs & Upgrades,
Power Flushing, Landlords Certificates,
Plumbing & Energy Saving Controls

Tel:01442 890750

service@llheating.co.uk
Rocamora House, Woodrow,

Wigginton, Tring HP23 6HT.

\& FEE )
DAVID PRICE & CO.

Professional, friendly, local help
at reasonable prices with

Wills
Lasting Powers of Attorney
Probate & Estates

| have over 30 years’ experience, mainly with Central
London solicitors, and can assist you with all of the
above at a fraction of solicitors’ usual fees.

Simple Will £95 - two for £150
Lasting Power of Attorney £90 - two for £160
Probate & Estate work £60 per hour

Home visits at no extra charge
(and everything explained in plain English!)

Please call for a free no-obligation discussion and quote

www.probateandestates.co.uk
david@probateandestates.co.uk

01296 612955
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Ashridge Wealth

| provide a comprehensive wealth
management service, offering specialist
face-to-face advice tailored to you.

My services include:

Investment Planning
Inheritance Tax Planning
Intergenerational Planning

Retirement Planning
Insurance Planning
Mortgage Advice

To receive a complimentary guide covering
wealth management, retirement planning
or Inheritance Tax planning, contact:

chris.dipascale@sjpp.co.uk
07377 936852

www.ashridgewealth.co.uk
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silverleaf

Landscaping

For a friendly, personal
and professional service

Landscaping
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Tree Care

Planting Fully Qualified & Insured
Decking Tree Removal/Felling
Driveways Tree Shaping

Turfing Deadwood Removal
Fencing Reduction/Lifting/Thinning
Paths & Patios Stump Grinding

Brick Work Tree House Construction

Ground Clearance Fire Wood for Sale

Contact: Rian Murphy

For a free consultation and
quote for your next project

Tel/Fax: 01442 825176
Mobile: 07900 006246

K www.silverleaf-landscaping.co.uk J




April 2020

Page 5

The Pleasures of Commuting

In recent months there has been considerable comment in
the local press and social media about the appalling train
service to and from London, with commuters having to
stand for long periods of time in all weathers on
overcrowded platforms waiting for a delayed train to
arrive.

Back in the early nineteenth century, before the building of
the railways, Royal Mail horse-drawn stagecoaches ran a
regular service between London and Birmingham via
Watford, passing through Berkhamsted, Northchurch,
Tring, Aylesbury, Banbury and Warwick. One frequent
Northchurch ‘commuter’ of the time came up with a novel
solution which avoided his waiting outside in bad weather
for the stagecoach to arrive. He was Thomas Smart, the
owner of the Norcott Court Estate, situated on the hills
north of Dudswell. To make his journey less stressful,
Smart built two cottages on land he owned on the south
side of Akeman Street (now the A4251). One was for an
estate worker and his wife, the other, consisting of an
upstairs and a downstairs room, acted as a waiting room

where he and his guests could wait in comfort, having
travelled by carriage down the hill from Norcott Court. The
cottage became known as Dropshort Cottage, and the wife
of the workman who lived at the adjacent cottage was
tasked to keep it warm and clean at all times. After the
building of the railway a few years later, the need for a
dedicated waiting room ended and the cottage was
converted to residential use.

Richard North

Photo from
Berkhamsted
Local History
and Museum

St Mary’s Fete: Saturday 4™ July

This year's summer fete will be a joint venture with St
Mary's School and thus will be even more of a community
event. It will also feature the biannual PUZZLEFEST in
church and there will be lots of exciting activities on the
school field organised by the school association.

All the old favourites will be there including the BBQ, Pimms
and beer stalls, various raffles, a tombola, plants, bottles,
books, gifts and toiletries, cakes and teas, Good as New and
lots, lots more. And this year we will definitely have enough
water in the river to run the duck race!

Smaller children will be catered for in the rectory garden
with face painting, a craft tent, bouncy castle, toy tombola,
a tin can alley and ice creams.

The Hemel Hempstead Brass Band, St Mary’s School and
Madalina Tudorian will provide entertainment for all tastes.

The fete will run from 12.00 noon to 3.30pm and will raise
money for Phakamisa, a South African charity supporting
Aids victims, and both St Mary’s School and Church. Please
make a note of the date in your diaries now and encourage
your family and friends to come along for a great family day
out.

If you are having a spring clear out, please start collecting
items for the fete, including:

o Bottles (all kinds — but in date and full please)

° Good quality puzzles for children and adults, com-
plete and if possible boxed

. Books

Society

. Gifts and toiletries

o Children’s toys — we are looking for good quality and
clean unused or second-hand children’s toys, books
and games.

. Empty mugs, can be used but not chipped or broken

for the Brownies stall.

. Plants and garden items. Maybe you can plant a plant
or two for the fete when you start gardening.

o Please keep collecting your Woods vouchers and
putting them in the box at the back of church — we
get a £25 gift voucher for every £100 of receipts.

More information about getting donations to us nearer the
time. Thank you for your help — we can make this a great
fete with your help. If you want to talk about anything to
do with the fete, email margit@gameplaneurope.com

Margit, Evelyn, Rachel, Alison, Sue, Margaret, Nick, David,
Penny, Jonathan, and Linda S and Linda L (also known as the
Fete Committee).

Do you need help

with all your odd jobs around your home?
I can offer a reliable service

Call Phil Your 50+ Handiman
07802 906 870

Many years experience
Also decorating and phone points ete
at a reasonable rate.
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Your local builders—Established over 50 years

P CHILDERLEY & SON

Groundwork & driveway specialists
All building works undertaken
NO JOB TOO SMALL

Tel: 01442 866441
Sharon, Tring Road, Northchurch, Berkhamsted, HP4 3SZ

From small jobs such as
additional powerpoints
to full re-wires...

Commercial Condition reports
Landlord Condition reports
Domestic Condition reports

pernoves 8 Garden lighting ° Electric gates

612219000 Free estimates ° Fully insured

HOLLIS ELECTRICAL LIMITED
Call 07970 959 666
holliselectricalltd@gmail.com
Langley Park Road, Iver, Bucks

HANDYMAN WITH VAN

LOCAL SEMI-RETIRED BUILDER
40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

DECORATING AND GENERAL REPAIRS
LAWNS AND HEDGES CUT GARDENS TIDIED
LIGHT REMOVALS REFERENCES AVAILABLE

PLEASE CALL MICK
0775 393 8180
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Oven Hearts

PROFESSIONAL ©OVEN CLEANING

Hate cleaning
Your Oven?

Let us do it for you!
No Mess, no Smell, No Fuss
JUST Amazing Results

Facebook.com/ovenhearts

07841 340403

www.ovenhearts.co.uk

RM HEDGING &
GARDENING

FOR ALL YOUR HEDGING
AND GARDENING NEEDS

ONE-OFF OR REGULAR VISITS
GARDEN TIDY UPS
LAWN MAINTENANCE
PLANTING
SMALL HANDYMAN JOBS

CALL ROB FOR A QUOTE
OR ADVICE: 07934647667

LOGS FOR SALE

Standard Hardwood
% Logs

i Sy gad
13.\.1-:—.;;;!@”%" Premium Ash logs
" ) A%
‘ 4

—

FREE Delivery
Barrowing and stacking
services available

please ask for details.

Please contact Glenn on
Quality, seasoned and dry

07951 126534 - i et
O 1rewood with great service
Or order online at from ASTROPE LOGS
astropelogs.co.uk

2020 Choral workshop:
A Festival of Psalms.
Saturday July 25"

St Mary’s Church, Northchurch.
Time: 1pm-5pm workshop.
Informal performance 6pm-7.15pm.

Contact Jenny Hoare on 07957498947
for booking and for more information:

music@stmarysnorthchurch.org.uk
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AND MONEY SAVING
OUR TERRACLEAN

FUEL EC YSTEM FOR EVEN
EANSING S
INTERNAL ENGINE CLEANSIN!

MORE FUEL ECONOMY!!! oy

o LATEST DIAGNOSTIC EQUIPEngE.NT )
- SERVICING O &' TRUCK MoT's
o OVERY * :
R°E|ACIELDING AND FABRICATION

e TYRES ° EXHAUSTS ° 2
« PROFESSIONAL WINDOW T:g;l"\l,léG.
e AIR CONDITIONING SERV

WOODVIEW FARM
INDUSTRIAL EST

w1442 870 500

HP5 3NX
www.motechcars.co.uk

follow us MOTECH

DOMESTIC AND COMMERCIAL GARDEN MAINTENANCE, FENCING
AND LANDSCAPING CONTRACTOR

reenscape

Regular Maintenance Garden Tidy-Up & Clearances Hedge & Grass Cutting Turfing
All types of Fencing Sheds Gates ' Tree Work Pressure Washing

A friendly and reliable local business that will deliver exactly what you want.
We have many happy customers in the local area.

To make an enquiry please call Darren Porter-Hough on 07986 708673
www.greenscapes.org.uk
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Appledown Rescue
and Rehoming
Kennels

Introducing Missy! A very
sweet-natured Staffy
aged nine years. She
may have a few miles on
the clock but she is a
healthy happy girl who
enjoys her walks and is
excellent on the lead. She
is a little on the chubby
side at the moment, so
will need a home where
she will get the exercise
she needs to get in
shape! Missy has
suffered from separation
anxiety, so does need
plenty of company. We
can give support and
advice on how to help her
overcome this. Missy
would prefer to be an only
pet and we believe she
will be a rewarding and
loyal companion.

We are open for visits
and phone calls every
day between 10a.m.-
2p.m. and 2-4p.m. There
are restrictions on
rehoming dogs to families
with children under seven
years of age. Please see
our website for full details

of the rehoming process.
Appledown Rescue &
Rehoming Kennels, Harling
Road, Eaton Bray,
Bedfordshire LU6 1QY

01525 220383

appledown.kennels@btinternet.com
www.appledownrescue.co.uk



Hello from

everyone at St Mary's Northchurch and
we do hope that everyone is safe and well.

A few notes from us regarding how we are
adapting to the current situation that we are all facing.

° As you are probably all now aware, sadly there will not be any church services until further notice.
° Please rest assured that the church doors will be open daily for anyone who wishes to come in and pray.

° For now we will be postponing the Wednesday puzzlers meetings. We will let you know when we are able
to re-start this in due course.

In case you have not seen the test broadcasts that have been going out this week courtesy of the wonderful
David White and Jonathan Gordon, we will now be live streaming our normal Sunday services so that we can all
be together at this time as usual, albeit virtually! Please do check the St Mary's Facebook page at the normal
time on Sunday morning and join us.

Please do remember that we are here to help and support our community. If you or anyone you know is
isolating or experiencing difficulties during this time, please do get in touch.

Exceptional live-in care and
companionship in the comfort of
your home from just £695pw

2 Remain in the home you love

2 Affordable short and long term
care available

2 Advanced care needs supported

2 Carefully selected care workers

2 Care can be quickly provided

Beryl Glynn - 074 685 66162

anytime to discuss our bespoke care
or visit www.promedica24.co.uk

Qe PROMEDICA) 4

Live-in companionship & care

Contacts for the Newsletter LR
Distribution to Valerie Clark, 07821 896734. Advertising & editorial by email to the Editor, Jill Hipson
Jill.hipson@live.co.uk.

All advertisements must be paid for before they can be published. Copy date is 15th of each month.

All church enquiries to: I . Parish Room Bookings:
E-mail: revjagordon@googlemail.com d gs:
Revd Jonathan Gordon Phone 01442 871547 Mobile 0775 2261679 Emily Millar 07929 934367

St Mary's Church

Please visit our website www.stmarysnorthchurch.orqg.uk




